Course Outline
World Civilizations II
(31823) HIS K122
Mondays and Wednesdays: 1:30 – 2:45
Three Rivers Community College
Norwich, CT 06360
Instructor: Peter Patsouris
Email Address: ppatsouris@trcc.commnet.edu
Office: C108
Phone: (860) 215-9462
Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday – 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays – 12:15-1:30 p.m.
Or by appointment

Fall 2016

Course Description:
This course is a survey of the evolution of world societies from the year 1500 to the present,
with emphasis given to the following: technological developments; major institutions; the
development of intellectual currents; the formation of empires and nation states; and the
overall political, social, and economic framework that existed in these societies during this
time period. The course will particularly focus on the issues that have an immediate
relevancy on the modern world.

Learning Goal: At the end of the course, students will understand, articulate and synthesize
the development of modern world societies.
Learning Outcomes
A. Knowledge outcomes. Students will learn to:
1. Distinguish and characterize significant periods of historical experience in multiple societies
from different parts of the globe.
2. Describe events and developments in the history of multiple societies in terms of continuity,
change, and causation.
3. Understand interpretive debates about the past.
4. Appreciate the complexities involved in interpreting societies and social change: for
example, the local and the global, particular and general, contingent and structural.
5. Identify different kinds of historical evidence and understand their role in the production of
historical knowledge.
B. Skills outcomes. Students will be able to:
1. Recall factual claims about the past and synthesize them into coherent interpretive
arguments.
2. Read documents closely and critically.
3. Formulate a well-organized, well-supported argument.
4. Demonstrate clear writing in the form of essays of varying lengths.
5. Make cogent oral arguments about reading assignments
6. Conduct original research with primary sources.
7. Locate good, relevant secondary scholarship, and distinguish good from poor scholarship.
8. Observe ethical practices of citation and intellectual self-presentation.

Required Texts:
TITLE: Ways of the World: A Brief Global History With Sources
AUTHOR: Strayer, Robert W. and Nelson, Eric W.
EDITION: Third
COPYRIGHT YEAR: 2016
PUBLISHER: Bedford Saint Martin's
TITLE: Pocket Guide to Writing in History
AUTHOR: Rampolla
EDITION: 8th
COPYRIGHT YEAR: 2015
PUBLISHER: Bedford Saint Martin's
ISBN: 9781457690884
TITLE: Maus
AUTHOR: Spiegelman
COPYRIGHT YEAR: 1993
PUBLISHER: Pantheon

Tentative Schedule:
Week

Class Content

Text Reading and Homework Assignments

8/29 & 8/31

Intro to Course;

Chapter 13

Political
Transformations:
Empires and
Encounters, 14501750
9/5 & 9/7

Political

Chapter 13;

Transformations:

State Building in the Early Modern Era, pg. 599

Empires and
Encounters, 14501750 (cont.)

9/12 & 9/14

Economic

Chapter 14

Transformations:

Exchanges and Status in the Early Modern

Commerce and

World, pg. 641

Consequence, 14501750
9/19 & 21

Cultural

Chapter 15

Transformations:

Global Christianity in the Early Modern Era, pg.

Religion and Science,

687

1450-1750
9/26 & 9/28

1st Unit Test;

Chapter 16

Atlantic Revolutions,
Global Echoes, 17501914
10/3 & 10/5

Atlantic Revolutions,

Chapter 16

Global Echoes, 1750-

Representing the French Revolution

1914
10/10 & 10/12

Revolutions of
Chapter 17
Industrialization, 1750Voices of European Socialism, pg. 785
1914

10/17 & 10/19

Colonial Encounters in Chapter 18
Asia, Africa, and

The Scramble for Africa, pg. 831

Oceania, 1750-1950
10/24 & 10/26

Empires in Collision:

Chapter 19

Europe, the Middle

Changing China, pg. 871

East, and East Asia,
1800-1914
10/31 & 11/2

2nd Unit Test;
Collapse at the Center:
World War,
Depression, and the

Chapter 20

Rebalancing of Global
Power, 1914-1970’s
11/7 & 11/9

Collapse at the Center:

Chapter 20

Note: Final Project

World War,

Ideologies of the Axis Powers, pg. 927

Topic Proposals due

Depression, and the

by 11/9.

Rebalancing of Global
Power, 1914-1970’s
(cont.)

11/14 & 11/16

Revolution, Socialism,

Chapter 21

and Global Conflict:

Poster Art in Mao’s China, pg. 973

The Rise and Fall of
World Communism,
1917-present
11/21

The End of Empire:

Note: No class on

The Global South on

11/23

the Global Stage,

Chapter 22

1914-present
11/28 & 11/30

The End of Empire:

Chapter 22; Chapter 23

The Global South on

Contending for Islam, pg. 1021

Note: Final papers

the Global Stage,

Faces of Globalization, pg. 1072

and art projects due

1914-present (cont.);

on 11/30
Capitalism and
Culture: The
Acceleration of
Globalization since
1945

12/5 & 12/7

Final Presentations

None

Note: Final papers
and art projects due
on 12/5

12/12

3rd Unit test

Method of Evaluation:
Homework and In-Class Assignments – You will be responsible for reading the assigned
chapters in the textbook, as well as answering the questions at the end of the Working with
Evidence sections at the end of each chapter. From time to time, you will also hand in work
completed in class. All homework assignments must be typed and handed in on the dates of
the unit tests. The cumulative total of the homework and in-class assignments will be 200
points of your grade.
Written Assignments – During the course of the semester, you will be given 3 research and
writing exercises that are designed to enhance your understanding of the material. They will
be taken from material learned in class, as well as other readings, writings, etc. Each
assignment will be worth 100 points for a cumulative total of 300 points.
Unit Tests – at the end of each textbook unit, you will be given a test that will be made up of
objective questions and a short essay to ensure that you are following the material and that
the course outcomes and objectives are being met. Each test will be worth 100 points for a
cumulative total of 300 points.
Final Project On December 5th (or the day you give your oral presentation, if that is your choice) you will
be required to complete a research project that covers an important topic during the

timeframe of the course. I will allow students to have a certain amount of freedom to choose
how to complete the assignment and what topic they choose (even if I do not cover it in
class), but here is a list of possible ways to fulfill the assignment:
1. A 5-10 page research essay.
2. A 10-15 minute formal in-class presentation.
3. An art project.
If you have ideas about doing something different and/or unique (such as the art project), I
encourage you to speak to me directly so that we can work something out that satisfies both
of us.
I ask that you hand in a topic proposal on November 9th, so that I am sure you are on the
right track. Please see the attached sheets at the end of the syllabus for information on the
written paper and oral presentation. The final project will be worth 200 points of your final
grade.

Grading System:
A = 950-

C = 740-770

1000 points

points

A- = 900-

C- = 700-730

940 points

points

B+ = 880-

D+ = 680-

890 points

700 points

B = 840-870

D = 640-670

points

points

B- = 800-

D- = 600-620

830 points

points

C+ = 780-

F = Below

790 points

600 points

Paper Information
All written materials that are handed in must be typed and double-spaced. If you have any
trouble with writing, I strongly advise you visit the writing/tutoring center. Furthermore, the
following web site will help answer many, if not all of your questions on writing:
http://www.trcc.commnet.edu/Div_academics/TASC/WritingCenter/WritingCenter.shtml
Attendance:
Please look at the student handbook regarding the college’s attendance policies.
Having said this, I would like to give you my philosophy on attendance: You are all adults
and have paid to take this class. What you choose to do with that is up to you. I will never
penalize any grade directly because of attendance. Furthermore, you do not need to supply
me an excuse for any classes missed. If you have a problem, personal or academic, which will
require you to miss class for any length of time, please come talk to me so that we can come
to an agreeable solution.

Late Assignments/Make-Up Exams
(Please note that none of following applies if we have made arrangements beforehand)
My policy on late assignments and make-up exams is as follows: I will accept the first late
writing assignment during the same week that it is due, and give you partial credit. The
second and subsequent late assignments will be given minimal credit during the same week.
No credit will be given if handed in later
A first missed exam must be made up in the same week that it has been given. A second
missed exam will be penalized severely.
I will not accept any final project after the due date unless we have an agreement
beforehand.
Disabilities Statement:
If you have a hidden or visible disability, which may require classroom or assignment
modifications, you are obligated to come see me as soon as possible.
Academic Dishonesty:
Any form of cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the college immediately, and may
result in the failure of an assignment or the course itself.
Digication Statement
All students are required to maintain a learning portfolio in Digication that uses the (Three
Rivers) College Template.

Essay and Research Paper Grading Rubric

Overall
Impression

Argument

Evidence

Excellent

Good

Author directly
addresses main
question or issue, and
adds new insight to
the subject not
provided in lectures,
readings, or class
discussions. The
author has retained
nearly all of the
knowledge presented
in class. He/She is
able to synthesize this
knowledge in new
ways and relate to
material not covered
in the course.
Essay contains a clear
argument—i.e., lets
the reader know
exactly what the
author is trying to
communicate.

Author
competently
addresses main
question or issue,
but does not add
much new insight
into the subject.
That said, it is clear
that the author has
learned a great deal
in class and is able
to communicate
this knowledge to
others.

Provides compelling
and accurate evidence
that convinces reader
to accept main
argument. The
importance/relevance
of all pieces of
evidence is clearly
stated. There are no
gaps in reasoning—
i.e., the reader does
not need to assume
anything or do
additional research to
accept main
argument.

Provides necessary
evidence to
convince reader of
most aspects of the
main argument but
not all. The
importance/
relevance of some
evidence presented
may not be totally
clear. Reader must
make a few mental
leaps or do some
additional research
to fully accept all
aspects of main
argument.

An argument is
present, but reader
must reconstruct it
from the text.

Needs
Improvement
Author attempts to
address main
question or issue,
but fails. The
author has retained
some information
from the course,
but does not fully
understand its
meaning or context
and cannot clearly
convey it to others.

Author attempts,
but fails, to make
an argument (e.g.,
starts with a
rhetorical
question/statement
or anecdote that is
never put into
context).
Not enough
evidence is
provided to
support author’s
argument, or
evidence is
incomplete,
incorrect, or
oversimplified.
Information from
lectures and
readings is not
effectively used.

Poor

F

Essay does NOT
address main
question or issue,
and it is obvious
that author has not
retained any
information from
the course.

P
L
A
G
I
A
R
I
S
M

No attempt is
made to articulate
an argument.

Either no evidence
is provided, or
there are numerous
factual mistakes,
omissions or
oversimplifications.
There is little or no
mention of
information from
lectures and
readings.

Excellent

Good

CounterEvidence

The author considers
the evidence, or
alternate
interpretations of
evidence, that could
be used to refute or
weaken his/her
argument, and
thoughtfully responds
to it.

Author
acknowledges that
counter-evidence or
alternative
interpretations
exists, and lists them
fully, but does not
effectively explain to
reader why his/her
argument still
stands.

Sources

Evidence is used
from a wide range of
sources, including
lectures and course
readings. When
required, author also
consults scholarly
books, websites,
journal articles, etc.
not explicitly
discussed in class.

Evidence is used
from many sources,
but author relies
heavily on a more
limited set of
sources. Some
effort is made to go
beyond material
presented in class
when required, but
not much. If
outside sources are
used, they are
primarily nonscholarly (i.e.,
intended for a
general audience)
and/or web-based.
All evidence is cited
in footnotes or
endnotes, but there
are some minor
problems with
completeness or
format of some
citations.

Note: You
should
always
consult the
assignment
description
to find out
what kinds
of sources
are
required.

Citations

All evidence is
properly cited in
footnotes or
endnotes.

Needs
Improvement
Author
acknowledges
some of the most
obvious counterevidence and
alternative
explanations, but
is not
comprehensive in
this task. There is
little or no
attempt made to
respond to them.
Uses only a few of
the sources
provided in class,
or does not go
beyond what has
been provided by
professor when
required to do
additional
research.

Some pieces are
unreferenced or
inaccurately
referenced, and
there are
problems with
completeness and
format of
citations.

Poor
No
acknowledgement
of counter-evidence
or alternative
interpretations.

Does not use
sources, only
minimally uses
sources provided by
instructor, or relies
exclusively on nonscholarly outside
sources.

No attempt is made
to cite evidence.

F

Ways of the World is thoroughly global in its thematic and comparative approach. The brief narrative highlights major developments,
giving students and instructors the room to explore the primary sources fully. Students can connect with Strayerâ€™s distinctive voice
and clear, powerful writing. A thoughtful prologue and part-opening essays emphasize the bookâ€™s â€œbig pictureâ€ approach, and
each chapter narrative ends with â€œReflections,â€ a consideration of history and the human enterprise it explores. Year: 2011.
Edition: First Edition. Ways of the World book. Read 19 reviews from the world's largest community for readers.Â An excellent textbook
for AP World History, combines text with primary text and visual sources. Each chapter has a good selection of vocabulary, margin
questions to check for comprehension, and ends with a set of "Big Picture Questions" which can be used as comparison, as well as
change and continuity over time essays. This is one AP text that students will actually read. flag 1 like Â· Like Â· see review. Jan 09,
2018 Remy rated it really liked it Â· review of another edition. Great textbook. Easy to read with good spacing and coloring to break up
the text. Maps and Illustrations are i History of Mesopotamia wikipedia, lookup. Transcript. Bell Ringer Quick Questions: (Think of a
response for discussion)*Do not write answers 1. How did geography impact the first civilizations? 2. How did changes in the Neolithic
Revolution lead to the development of River Valley Civilizations? 3. How would one define civilization? Civilization â€“ form of culture in
which some people live in cities and have complex social institutions, use some form of writing, and are skilled in science, art, and
technology Robert W. Strayer Ways of the World: A Brief Global History with Sources Second Edition

