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Abstract:
:KHQ FRPLF ERRNV IRU JLUOV DQG ZRPHQ HQWHUHG WKH 86 PDUNHW LQ WKH V WKH\ RIIHUHG D
VSDFHIRUDQDOWHUQDWLYHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRIIHPDOHERGLHVWRWKHVH[XDOO\H[SOLFLWSUHVHQWDWLRQVRI
women in superhero comics that dominated the medium. Comics for girls and women, however,
had their own agendas and limitations. With their focus on romance, fashion, and beauty they
SUHVHQWHGDQDUURZVHWRIERG\VKDSHVDQGW\SHVDVEHDXWLIXODQGGHVLUDEOH,QSUHVHQWLQJLGHDO
IHPDOHERGLHVDVDZRPDQ·VSDWKWRVXFFHVVDQGKDSSLQHVVFRPLFERRNVVXFKDVMiss America
Comics, HGXFDWHGWKHLUUHDGHUVRQKRZWRVXEMHFWWKHLUERGLHVWRKHJHPRQLFEHDXW\LGHDOV&RPLF
storylines, advice columns, and advertisements went hand-in-hand presenting the female body
as currency that, when properly managed, allowed girls and women to elevate their social status,
and provided a path to marital bliss and motherhood, or, in some cases, as their only possibility
to escape from both. Thus, beyond arguing that comic books were a purveyor of gendernormative messages for girls and presented normative images of the female body, this article
also argues that mainstream comics presented their readers occasionally with contradictions,
WKXV QHJRWLDWLQJ ZRPHQ·V UROHV LQ VRFLHW\ %\ GLVFXVVLQJ IHPLQLVW XQGHUJURXQG FRPLFV LQ WKH
V DQG V LW DOVR VKRZV KRZ IHPLQLVW DFWLYLVWV XVHG FRPLFV WR PDNH IHPLQLVW WKRXJKW
accessible to a broader readership and used the medium to educate girls and women about
WKHLUULJKWVSRVVLELOLWLHVDQGGHVLUHV8VLQJWKHH[DPSOHRIWKHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRIIHPDOHERGLHV
LQ FRPLF ERRNV ´5HGXFH <RXU$SSHDUDQFH ,QVWDQWO\µ FRQWULEXWHV WR WKH GLVFXVVLRQ RI SRSXODU
culture as a distributer of ideology as well as a space to undermine hegemonic power relations.
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$VVXPSWLRQV RI ORZEURZ DQG MXYHQLOH VKDOORZQHVV WR WKH FRQWUDU\ FRPLF VWULSV DUH
KLVWRULFDOO\DVLWHRIFRPSOH[FXOWXUDOZRUNDQGQHJRWLDWLRQ2UDVWKH6SDQLVKSRHWDQGVFKRODU
RIIHPLQLVWFRPLFV$QD0HULQRZULWHV´7KH&RPLFLVDVSDFHIRUFXOWXUDOH[SUHVVLRQWKDWDEVRUEV
«VRFLHWDOGUDPDVDQGUHZULWHVDQGUHLQWHUSUHWVWKHPµ  &RPLFVDUHDJHQUHWKDWLQWKHSDVW
has served the distribution of hegemonic ideology as well as giving marginalized radical ideas an
HDVLO\DFFHVVLEOHIRUXP,ZLOOGHPRQVWUDWHFRPLFERRNV·SRWHQWLDODVVSDFHRIFXOWXUDOQHJRWLDWLRQ
by looking at the representation of female bodies in comic books for girls and women, with an
emphasis on the Miss America ComicsLQWKHVDQGVDQG7LWV¶Q·&OLWVLQWKHVDQG
V
%HJLQQLQJWKHVFRPLFSXEOLVKHUVWULHGWRJURRPDIHPDOHUHDGHUVKLSIRUFRPLFERRNV
FUHDWLQJ VHSDUDWH WLWOHV DSSHDOLQJ WR JLUOV WKURXJK ZKDW ZDV EHOLHYHG WR EH ZRPHQ·V LQWHUHVWV
Miss America Comics, Miss Beverly Hills of Hollywood, and similar titles focused on romance,
glamor, clothing, and beauty, teaching girls how to embody ideal American femininity. The comic
strips were embedded in advice columns and advertisements, suggesting that femininity is to be
bought, and is the product of information and hard work rather than biology. Readers were taught
to strive for impossible body shapes and perfect body postures, and to evaluate their bodies
critically to understand in what ways they were lacking. Compliance with the represented beauty
LGHDOVSURPLVHGWKHWH[WVZRXOGSURYLGHURPDQFHORYHDQGVXFFHVV*LUOVZHUHWKXVHGXFDWHG
to see their bodies as an investment requiring work and money to resemble the arbitrary and
historically contingent ideals of femininity that would bring happiness.
But bodies groomed into normative femininity were not only shown to be a path to marital
bliss and motherhood, comics depicted them also as a possibility for women to escape from
traditional female roles. Some comic book storylines suggested that women who submitted to the
norms of ideal femininity would be able to escape lives as housewives and mothers by pursuing
FDUHHUVDVDFWUHVVHVDQGPRGHOVDQGOLYHDOLIHRIDGYHQWXUHDQGH[FLWHPHQW7KHVHKHURLQHV
stayed unmarried in perpetuity, with men courting them, but never making the choice to get married
ZKLFKLQWKHVZRXOGKDYHHQGHGWKHLUFDUHHUV &RPLFERRNVIRUJLUOVWKXVRFFDVLRQDOO\
undermined the ideals they propagated, suggesting that women could aim higher than running a
household, and that such a life outside the home might be more desirable.
:KHQIHPLQLVWXQGHUJURXQGFRPLFVHPHUJHGLQWKHVWKH\LURQLFDOO\VXEYHUWHGFRPLF
ERRNV·REVHVVLRQZLWKWKHIHPDOHERG\1DUUDWLQJVWRULHVDERXWPHQVWUXDWLRQDQGZRPHQ·VGHVLUHV
the frames showed female bodies in a variety of shapes, challenging the idea of hegemonic
EHDXW\,QVWHDGRIJURRPHGFRQWDLQHGDQGUHDG\IRUFRQVXPSWLRQIHPDOHERGLHVDSSHDUHGKHUH
as lived-in, unruly, desiring rather than being desired, and unpredictable. Comics served here as
a medium to take back the female body from how it was represented in mainstream pop culture
by showing it in its diversity and possibilities.
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6FKRODUVKLS LQ UHFHQW \HDUV VXFK DV -HIIUH\ -RKQVRQ·V Super-History: Comic Book
Superheroes and American Society RU0LNH0DGULG·VThe Supergirls: Fashion, Feminism, Fantasy,
and the History of Comic Book HeroinesKDVH[SORUHGKRZFRPLFERRNVUHÁHFWHGWKHLUVSHFLÀF
KLVWRULFDOPRPHQWVRFFDVLRQDOO\DVLQ0DGULG·VZRUNSD\LQJDWWHQWLRQWRTXHVWLRQVRIJHQGHU
6RPHVFKRODUVKLSKDVVSHFLÀFDOO\IRFXVHGRQFRPLFVWULSVDGGUHVVLQJZRPHQDQGJLUOVVXFKDV
0LFKDHO%DUVRQ·VAgonizing Love: The Golden Era of Romance ComicsRU7ULQD5REELQV·From
Girls to Grrrlz: A History RI :RPHQ·V &RPLFV IURP 7HHQV WR =LQHV doing the invaluable work
RIH[FDYDWLQJDKLVWRU\RIFRPLFERRNWLWOHVIRUZRPHQDOLQHRIWUDGLWLRQWKDWKDVEHHQPRVWO\
IRUJRWWHQWRGD\+RZHYHUVFKRODUVKLSRQFRPLFVUDUHO\GLVFXVVHVWKHQHJRWLDWLRQRIJHQGHUDQG
SRZHUUHODWLRQV6WDUWLQJIURPWKHH[LVWLQJUHVHDUFKRQFRPLFVWKLVDUWLFOHWKHUHIRUHH[SORUHVWKH
gendered and ideological content of comic books addressing girls and women.
:KHQFRPLFERRNVHQWHUHG$PHULFDQSRSFXOWXUHLQWKHVWKH\PRVWO\WROGWKHVWRULHV
RIVXSHUKHURHVSHRSOHZLWKH[WUDRUGLQDU\SRZHUVDQGERGLHV:KLOHWKH\LQYLWHGWKHLUDGROHVFHQW
readership to identify with the protagonists, the stories were clearly located in the realm of the
ÀFWLRQDODQGLPDJLQDU\%XWLQWKHVFRPLFERRNVVWDUWHGWR]RRPLQRQTXRWLGLDQKHURHV
presumably ordinary people, no longer representing the superhuman, but the human body. This
VKLIWRIIRFXV,DUJXHLQFUHDVHGWKHGLVFLSOLQDU\SRWHQWLDORIFRPLFERRNV(YHQLIWRUHDFKWKH
LGHDORID··ZDLVWPD\VHHPDVXWRSLDQWRVRPHDVWRMXPSIURPRQHVN\VFUDSHUWRDQRWKHU
comic books featuring presumably ordinary heroes suggested that it was feasible and desirable
to its readers, thus creating a new outlet to spread normative body ideals.

6XSHU%RGLHV:RPHQ·V%RGLHVDQG(DUO\6XSHUKHUR&RPLFV
With the launch of Superman LQ  WKH HDUO\ FRPLF ERRNV ZHUH GRPLQDWHG E\
VXSHUKHURVWRULHVDQGWDOHVRIVXSHUKXPDQIHDWVDQGVNLOOV 5REELQV )URPLWVEHJLQQLQJVWKH
VXSHUKHURJHQUHSUHVHQWHGWKHSHUKDSVPRVWEODWDQWDQGH[SORLWDWLYHGHSLFWLRQRIIHPDOHERGLHV
LQPDLQVWUHDPFRPLFVWULSVZLWKLWVH[DJJHUDWHGGUDZLQJRIIHPDOHVXSHUKHURHVDQGYLOODLQVVXFK
as Supergirl or Catwoman. None of their accentuated waists, breasts, and hips were necessary to
commit or prevent crimes. Super heroines, their depiction suggested, were ostentatiously female
before they were villains or heroes. The super heroine always possessed what was intended to be
DUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRIH[WUDRUGLQDU\EHDXW\6KHZDVDQREMHFWRISOHDVXUHIRUKHUPDOHFRXQWHUSDUWV
DQG YLHZHUV DQ DOOXULQJ PL[WXUH RI GLVWUDFWLRQ DQG GHVWUXFWLRQ 7KLV PD\ QRW EH VXUSULVLQJ DV
the superhero genre catered to the tastes of a male and adolescent readership, despite the fact
WKDWDOPRVWKDOIRIWKHUHDGHUVKLSRIHDUO\FRPLFVLQWKHVZHUHZRPHQDQGJLUOV /DYLQ 
7KHÀUVWUHSUHVHQWDWLRQVRIZRPHQLQFRPLFVWKHVXSHUKHUR·VVZHHWKHDUWDVZHOODVWKHVXSHU
heroine, followed the traditions of femmes fatales, vamps, and “good girls” borrowed from pulp
ÀFWLRQ&RPLFVDOORZHGWKHDGGLWLRQRIGUHDPERGLHVWRWKHDOUHDG\HVWDEOLVKHGVWRFNÀJXUHV
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%HJLQQLQJ ZLWK WKH ÀUVW FRPLF VWULS KHURLQHV VXFK DV 6KHHQD ´4XHHQ RI WKH -XQJOHµ
ODXQFKHGLQZRPHQLQFRPLFVZHUHGUHVVHGLQFRVWXPHVWKDWOHIWDVOLWWOHDVSRVVLEOHWR
WKHLPDJLQDWLRQ 0DGULG $VPDOHVXSHUKHURFRVWXPHVZHUHGHVLJQHGWRHPSKDVL]HVWUHQJWK
RUDJLOLW\IHPDOHVXSHUKHURFRVWXPHVHPSKDVL]HGWKHZHDUHU·VIHPDOHERG\PDNLQJLWKHUPRVW
prominent super-skill. During the war comic books featured a few patriotic female superheroes,
VXFK DV :RQGHU :RPDQ ZKLFK KDG DQ HQWKXVLDVWLF IROORZLQJ DPRQJ VHUYLFHPHQ /DYLQ  
'UHVVHGLQDOHRWDUGZLWKDQ$PHULFDQÁDJGHVLJQVKHQRWRQO\SURYLGHGQDWLRQDOLVWPHVVDJHVEXW
DOVRSLQXSYLHZVRIKHUERG\%HIRUHWKHDGYHQWRIPHQ·VPDJD]LQHVWKHSURYRFDWLYHO\GUHVVHG
women heroes allowed fantastical representations of the female body that curbed the potentially
IHPLQLVW PHVVDJHV WKHLU DFWLRQV VXJJHVWHG $IWHU :RUOG :DU ,, WKH PDUNHW IRU VXSHUKHURHV
GZLQGOHG DEDQGRQHG E\ D UHDGHUVKLS WLUHG RI ÀJKWLQJ DQG EDWWOHV 5REELQV  7R NHHS WKHLU
UHDGHUVKLSV·LQWHUHVWIHPDOHVXSHUKHURHVZHUHHYHQPRUHEOXQWO\SRUQRJUDSKLFDOO\UHSUHVHQWHG
7KHQDNHGDUPVDQGOHJVUDFHZDVHQGHGE\WKH&RPLFV&RGHLQZKHQWKHFRPLFLQGXVWU\
RUJDQL]HG LQ WKH &RPLFV 0DJD]LQH $VVRFLDWLRQ VHOIUHJXODWHG VH[XDO FRQWHQW WR SUHYHQW WKH
government from stepping in. Titles that followed the code received a seal of approval, printed
on the cover page, signaling to parents that the content was free of pornographic depictions.
The Comics Code regulated a number of issues that were considered to endanger adolescent
UHDGHUVVXFKDVWKHGHSLFWLRQRIGUXJVDQGWKHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRIIHPDOHERGLHV´1XGLW\LQDQ\
IRUP LV SURKLELWHG DV LV LQGHFHQW RU XQGXH H[SRVXUH 6XJJHVWLYH DQG VDODFLRXV LOOXVWUDWLRQ RU
VXJJHVWLYH SRVWXUH LV XQDFFHSWDEOH )HPDOHV VKDOO EH GUDZQ UHDOLVWLFDOO\ ZLWKRXW H[DJJHUDWLRQ
RIDQ\SK\VLFDOTXDOLWLHVµ TWGLQ0DGULG 7KHPRUHUHDOLVWLFGHSLFWLRQRIIHPDOHERGLHVOHGWR
a further decline of the superhero genre, and also effectively ended some of the more feminist
PHVVDJHV WKH FRPLFV SURYLGHG DV WKH\ GLG QRW FRQIRUP ZLWK WKH JHQGHU FRQVHUYDWLYH V
PRUDOV 0DGULG )HPDOHVXSHUKHURHVEHFDPHWDPHULQWKHH[SUHVVLRQRIWKHLUVH[XDOLW\
and lost their independence, being at that time more often than not damsels in distress, to be
VDYHGE\WKHLUPDOHFRXQWHUSDUWV:KHQLQWKHODWHV'&FRPLFVUHYLYHGWKHVXSHUKHURJHQUH
with a new range of characters, women appeared mostly as sidekicks and love interests, having
their powers securely contained.
Before the Comics Code put a temporary end to pornographically inspired depictions of
IHPDOH ERGLHV WKH FRPLF LQGXVWU\ DWWHPSWHG WR FUHDWH FRPLFV IRU D VSHFLÀFDOO\ IHPDOH PDUNHW
E\ WRQLQJ GRZQ WKH VH[XDO UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI IHPDOH ERGLHV $V WKH SURYRFDWLYH GHSLFWLRQ RI
IHPDOHVXSHUKHURHVZDVWKRXJKWWREHSRVVLEO\RIISXWWLQJWRJLUOV7LPHO\&RPLFV ODWHU0DUYHO 
FUHDWHG0LVV$PHULFDDFULPHÀJKWLQJGHEXWDQWHZKRDSSHDUHGLQDFRVWXPHWKDWIXOO\FRYHUHG
KHUERG\0LVV$PHULFDLQKHUFLYLOLDQOLIHWKH\HDUROG0DGHOLQH-R\FHUHFHLYHGKHUVXSHU
powers through a freak accident during an electrical storm, and committed her new powers to the
SURWHFWLRQRI´GHIHQVHOHVVFLWL]HQVµ ´7KH0\VWHU\µ 7KHFKDUDFWHUGHEXWHGLQMarvel Mystery
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Comics # 49DQGUHFHLYHGKHURZQWLWOHLQZLWKWKHSXEOLFDWLRQRIMiss America Comics #
1. While Miss America was inspired by the success of Wonder Woman, the storylines lacked the
feminist undertones and employed funny and quirky stories that depicted a super heroine with
WHHQDJHVHQWLPHQWV&RPLFERRNIRUJLUOVWKHUHIRUHRIIHUHGDVLWHLQZKLFKZRPHQ·VERGLHVZHUH
UHSUHVHQWHGLQOHVVH[SORLWDWLYHZD\V+RZHYHUWKHIRFXVRQIDVKLRQJODPRUDQGURPDQFHLQ
JLUO·VFRPLFVGLVFLSOLQHGWKHIHPDOHERG\LQRWKHUZD\V

Patsy Walker and the Ideal Female Body
Miss America was quickly outshined by another comic series that featured the un-super
character of teenager Patsy Walker, debuting in the second issue of Miss America Comics, who
became the signature character of the title.
Patsy Walker was the female answer to the successful Archie comic series, which followed
the everyday adventures of Archibald “Chick” Andrews and his romantic interests Betty and
9HURQLFD$UFKLHGHEXWHGLQLQPep Comics by MLJ Magazines and gained a steady following
during the war, telling tales of normalcy and providing comic relief, even after the originators of
WKHVHULHVKDGEHHQGUDIWHG 1RODQ $UFKLHFRPLFVGLGZLWKRXWSURYRFDWLYHO\GUHVVHGZRPHQ
DQGSURPRWHGWKHPVHOYHVDVD´FOHDQDQGZKROHVRPHµDOWHUQDWLYHWRVXSHUKHURFRPLFV TWGLQ
5REELQV 7KHVXFFHVVRIWKH$UFKLHFRPLFVVKRZVWKDWWKHUHZDVDPDUNHWIRUFRPLFVUHFRUGLQJ
RUGLQDU\OLIHDQGRUGLQDU\ERGLHV$UFKLH·VVXFFHVVLQVSLUHGRWKHUSXEOLVKHUVWRFUHDWHWKHLURZQ
FRPLFWHHQVWRULHVIRFXVLQJRQWKHTXRWLGLDQUDWKHUWKDQWKHH[WUDRUGLQDU\7LPHO\FRPLFVLQWKH
DWWHPSWWRDWWUDFWDVSHFLÀFDOO\IHPDOHDXGLHQFHFUHDWHGIHPDOHWHHQFKDUDFWHUVWKDWOLNH$UFKLH
had to overcome a plethora of social embarrassments and everyday hurdles, often to emerge
victorious from their ordeals saved by their own wits or the kindness of strangers.
With the decline of interest in superheroes, Miss America was banished to the back pages
of Miss America ComicsZKLOHXQVSHFWDFXODU3DWV\:DONHUEHFDPHWKHWLWOH·VOHDG)URPWKHQ
RQWKHSXEOLFDWLRQ·VIRFXVVKLIWHGIXUWKHUIURPWKHIHPDOHVXSHUERG\WRWKHVXSHUIHPDOHERG\
,QVWHDGRIVXSHUKHURLFWDOHVWKHWLWOHRIIHUHGIDVKLRQDGYLFHURPDQFHFRPLFVDQGFRRNLQJWLSV
6XSHUYLVLQJHGLWRU-HDQ*RRGPDQLQWKHÀUVWLVVXHGHÀQHGWKHWRSLFVRIMiss America Comics
´:H·G OLNH WR VKRZ KRZ WR GUHVV FKDUPLQJO\ \RXWKIXOO\ IHPLQLQHO\³DQG DW OLWWOH FRVW KRZ WR
WDNH DGYDQWDJH RI WKH JROGHQ RSSRUWXQLWLHV WKDW NH\QRWHV WKH$PHULFDQ ZD\ RI OLIH ZH·G OLNH
WR KHOS JXLGH \RX LQ \RXU FDUHHU JLYH \RX EHDXW\ WLSV DQG³RK WKHUH DUH VR PDQ\ ZRQGHUIXO
WKLQJVZHFDQWDONDERXWHDFKPRQWKµ  $VLWWXUQVRXWWKHEHDXW\DQGIDVKLRQWLSVZHUHDOOWKH
career advice Miss America Comics provided its readers. Early representations in comic strips
of women working during the war, were replaced by depictions of grown women as housewives
and mothers, accompanying the changing gender ideals in post-war America, when women were
UHOHJDWHGIURPVROGLHUVDWWKHKRPHIURQWWRPLVWUHVVHVRIGRPHVWLFEOLVV*LUOV·PRVWSUHVVLQJ
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HQGHDYRU ZDV QRZ GHSLFWHG DV ÀQGLQJ WKH ULJKW PDQ WR PDUU\ DQG IRU WKLV WKH\ QHHGHG WR EH
equipped with the right body and poise.
The early covers of Miss America Comics featured staged photographs of teen couples
YDJXHO\HQWKUDOOHGLQDVRPHZKDWURPDQWLFDQGRIWHQFRPLFVLWXDWLRQ0RVWO\DIHPDOHFRHUFLQJ
D YLVLEO\ UHOXFWDQW PDOH LQWR H[SUHVVLRQV RI DIIHFWLRQ UHÁHFWLQJ WKH SUHPLVH WKH HQWLUH VHULHV
ZDV EXLOW RQ URPDQFH LV D IHPDOH SXUVXLW7KH HDUO\ LQVWDOOPHQWV WUDQVODWHG WKH PRUH DEVWUDFW
FRPPLWPHQWWRWKHZDUHIIRUWLQWRWHHQIULHQGO\WHUPV9ROXQWHHULQJZLWKWKHKDUYHVWEHFRPHVDQ
RSSRUWXQLW\WRVSHQGWLPHZLWKER\VRUWRORVHZHLJKWWRDFKLHYHD´VYHOWHµÀJXUH ´3DWV\:DONHUµ
$XJXVW 2YHUWKH\HDUV3DWV\:DONHUDQGRWKHUIHPDOHWHHQFKDUDFWHUV7LPHO\DGGHG
SURYLGHGWKHLUUHDGHUVKLSZLWKWKHVDPHREVWDFOHVFODGLQLQGLIIHUHQWVWRU\OLQHVWKHSHULOVRIWHHQ
hood, indifferent or emotionally klutzy boys, girl rivalry usually sparked by interest for the same
ER\FDMROLQJPRQH\IURPSDUHQWVWREX\FORWKHVPHDQWWRLPSUHVVER\VDQGRXWVKLQHULYDOV,Q
WKHVHVWRULHVJLUOV·OLYHVDUHÀUPO\FHQWHUHGRQWKHLUURPDQWLFDGYHQWXUHV$QGURPDQWLFVXFFHVV
the stories made abundantly clear, depended on good looks. The teenage girls are drawn with
IHPLQLQHERGLHVDFFHQWXDWHGEUHDVWVDQGKLSVDWLQ\ZDLVWDQGVKDSHO\ORQJOHJV2FFDVLRQDOO\
DJLUODSSHDUVWKDWGRHVQRWÀWWKHGHVFULSWLRQDQGVKHXVXDOO\IDUHVEDGO\LQWKHVWRULHV,Q´$
5HODWLYH0DWWHUµIURP3DWV\LVWDVNHGWRHQWHUWDLQKHUYLVLWLQJFRXVLQ2OJDDJLUOQR´ER\LQ
KLVULJKWPLQGµZRXOGGDWH1H[WWRWKHOLWKH3DWV\:DONHU2OJDDSSHDUVDVRYHUZHLJKWZLWKRXW
D GHÀQHG ZDLVW DQG ZLWK OHJV ZLWKRXW DQNOHV 7KH VLWXDWLRQ LV IXUWKHU DJJUDYDWHG E\ KHU ROG
IDVKLRQHGKDLUVW\OHJODVVHVDQGEXPSNLQGUHVV,QOLQHZLWKWKHORJLFRIMiss America Comics,
2OJDRIWKHEDGORRNVLVDOVRREQR[LRXV&RPLFVFRPPRQO\FRQÁDWHGDFKDUDFWHU·VLQDELOLW\RU
XQZLOOLQJQHVVWRFRQIRUPWRIHPLQLQHLGHDOVZLWKDÁDZHGFKDUDFWHUPDUNLQJDODFNRIIHPLQLQLW\
as a character deformity viewers were invited to despise and laugh about. As Patsy summarizes,
´2OJDFDQ·WKHOSEHLQJKRPHO\EXWZLWKKHUQDVW\SHUVRQDOLW\VKHEHFRPHVWZLFHDVUHSXOVLYHµ
 RUDV%X]]%D[WHU3DWV\·VER\IULHQGSXWVLW´,·GKDYHWRNQRFNDJX\XQFRQVFLRXVEHIRUHKH·G
GDWHWKDWPRQVWHUµ  $WWKHFOLPD[RIWKHVWRU\2OJDLVDUUHVWHGE\DGRJFDWFKHUZKRPVKH
PLVWDNHVDVKHUGDWHDQGE\ZKRPVKHLVPLVWDNHQIRUDVKDJJ\ÁHDULGGHQVWUD\2OJDQDUUDWHG
DVDFKDUDFWHUEH\RQGUHGHPSWLRQKDVHDUQHGKHUSXQLVKPHQW³SXEOLFHPEDUUDVVPHQW³ZLWKLQ
the ethical frame Miss America Comics created.
,Q D QXPEHU RI LQVWDOOPHQWV VOHQGHU 3DWV\ LV ZRUULHG DERXW KHU ZHLJKW DQG DWWHPSWV WR
UHGXFHLWIXUWKHU,Q´+HU([FXVHWR5HGXFHµIURP3DWV\DVVOHQGHUDVHYHUH[FODLPV´,·P
JHWWLQJDVIDWDVDEOLPSµDQG´,·PEHFRPLQJDFLUFXVIUHDNµ  :KHQER\IULHQG%X]]IDLOV
to take her out to an event she hopes to attend, she convinces herself that her weight must be
WKHUHDVRQ:KLOHDOOLVVROYHGWRHYHU\RQH·VVDWLVIDFWLRQLQWKHHQGWKHVWRU\GLVSOD\VWKHDQ[LHW\
\RXQJJLUOVZHUHEHOLHYHGWRH[SHULHQFHDURXQGWKHLUERGLHV7KHDGYLFHFROXPQVHVVD\VDQG
stories that framed the comic strips in Miss America Comics were as unforgiving as the comics
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WKHPVHOYHV6LQFHMiss America Comics regularly featured diet advice to its teen audience,
QRUPDOL]LQJ WKH LGHD WKDW JLUOV VKRXOG ZDWFK WKHLU ÀJXUH ,Q D VKRUW VHULHV RI ÀFWLRQDO OHWWHUV LQ
DÀFWLRQDOWHHQDJHJLUO9LFN\GHVFULEHVLQOHWWHUVWRKHUHTXDOO\ÀFWLRQDOIULHQG%HWW\$QQ
her adventures at school, centering on the character of the new girl in class, “Four-Eyes.” Not
enough that “Four-Eyes” is wearing glasses “but everything that seems wrong with a girl is wrong
ZLWK¶)RXU(\HV·+HUKHPVDUHDOZD\VFRPLQJGRZQ6KHLVDZIXOO\IDW+HUGUHVVHVDUHQHYHU
SUHVVHG$QGKHUKDLULVDOZD\VVWULQJ\DQGYHU\XQIDVKLRQDEOH«6KH·VWKHSODLQDOOZURQJW\SHµ
 :LWKOLWWOHUHÁHFWLRQRQWKHSDUWRIWKHZULWHUVKHGHVFULEHVKRZ´)RXU(\HVµZKRFRPHV
WRKHUQHZVFKRROIURPDZRUNLQJFODVVEDFNJURXQGLVEXOOLHG³³DQDWWLWXGHWKDWDWQRSRLQWLV
depicted as wrong or cruel behavior. The un-pressed dresses, stringy hair, and abundant body
VKDSH DUH DOO VLJQV IRU WKH JLUO·V ODFN RI HIIRUW WR ÀW IHPLQLQH LGHDOV 7KLV ZDUUDQWV WKH XQNLQG
treatment she receives within the logic of the letter writer. “Four-Eyes” is fortunate to get a break
ZKHQLWWXUQVRXWWKDWVKHE\FKDQFHPHHWVDIDPRXVÀOPVWDUZKRLVNLQGHQRXJKWRDSSHDUDW
DVDOHWRUDLVHIXQGVIRUWKHVFKRROGDQFH7KLVERRVWVWKHWRUPHQWHGJLUO·VUHSXWDWLRQDQGGUDZV
9LFN\·VLQWHUHVWWRKHU:KLOH´)RXU(\HVµVKRZVJUDFHLQHYHU\VLWXDWLRQGHVFULEHGWKLVKHOSVKHU
OLWWOHZLWKKHUSHHUV9LFN\FRQFOXGHVWKDW´)RXU(\HVµH[SUHVVHGWKHZLVKWRWDNHSDUWLQWKHGDQFH
VKHKDVKHOSHGWRUDLVHIXQGVIRUDQG9LFN\ZULWHV´,DPPRUDOO\REOLJDWHGWRVHHWKDWVKHGRHVµ
FRQFOXGLQJWKDWLWZLOOEHLPSRVVLEOHWRÀQGKHUDGDWHEHFDXVHRIKHUORRNV  ,QDQRWKHUOHWWHU
DPRQWKODWHU9LFN\GHFLGHVWRPDNH´)RXU(\HVµRYHU ´6RPHWLPHV,VXVSHFWDVSDUNRIJHQLXV
LQPH1RRQHQRWHYHQKHUIDLU\JRGPRWKHUFRXOGGRIRU´)RXU(\HVµZKDW,GLG,FRPSOHWHO\
UHPRGHOHGWKDWJLUO«>@ )LUVW9LFN\SXWV´)RXU(\HVµRQDUDGLFDOIDVWWRORVHZHLJKW ´<RXZLOO
KDYHWRVWRSHDWLQJ7KDW·VDOOµ>@ ´)RXU(\HVµFRQVHQWVWRWKHQHZUHJLPHQEHFDXVHVKHLV
UHDG\WRGR´DQ\WKLQJµWRJHWDGDWHDQGJRWRWKHGDQFH  $VVRRQDV´)RXU(\HVµDJUHHV
WRWKHUHJLPHQ9LFN\UHYHDOVWKHJLUO·VQDPH/L]EHWK/L]EHWK·VZLOOLQJQHVVWRVXEMHFWKHUVHOIWR
IHPLQLQHLGHDOVHOHYDWHVKHULQWRSHUVRQKRRG$IWHUDIHZGD\VRQOHWWXFHDQGOHPRQMXLFHRQO\
/L]EHWKJHWVLQFUHDVLQJO\VLFNDQGDIWHUORVLQJSRXQGVLQGD\VÀQDOO\IDLQWVLQVFKRRODQG
needs to be taken to the hospital where she is diagnosed with malnutrition that is so severe that
her upset parents worry about long-term damage. The doctors decide to put Lizbeth on a diet
that does not threaten her health, but support her in further losing weight. Despite its implicit
ZDUQLQJVDJDLQVWH[WUHPHGLHWVWKHVWRU\KDVRIFRXUVHDKDSS\HQGLQJUHZDUGLQJ/L]EHWKIRU
her efforts. Lizbeth emerges as a swan, goes to the dance and dances with the most coveted
ER\(YHU\ERG\UHJUHWVKDYLQJEHHQVR´PHDQDQGFDWW\µWRKHU  +HUHWKHOHWWHUVUHÁHFWRQ
WKHXQNLQGEHKDYLRUWRZDUG/L]EHWKEXWRQO\DIWHUVKHKDVUHGHHPHGKHUVHOIDQGDGMXVWHGKHU
ERG\WRÀWWKHKHJHPRQLFLGHDO/L]EHWK·VIDWKHUWRKLVFUHGLWE\WKHHQGRIWKHVWRU\LVVWLOOXSVHW
ZLWKWKHRUGHDOVKLVGDXJKWHUKDGWRXQGHUJRDQGVHHVQRPHULWLQKHUWUDQVIRUPDWLRQ+HOLNHG
his daughter as she was, but his opinion is overruled by the overwhelming appreciation Lizbeth
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H[SHULHQFHVIURPKHUSHHUVDIWHUORVLQJZHLJKW
Women, stories such as “A Relative Matter” and “Dear Betty Ann” suggested, can measure
WKHLUYDOXHRQO\LQKRZZHOOWKH\QDYLJDWHWKHGDWLQJPDUNHW*RRGORRNVDQGDGRFLOHFKDUDFWHU
HDUQDEHWWHUQXPEHUDQGTXDOLW\RIGDWHV,WLVQRWRQO\WKHWHHQDJHJLUOVWKDWDUHREMHFWLÀHGLQ
WKHVHVWRULHVPHQDUHWRRWKH\EHFRPHWRNHQVRUFROOHFWLEOHVWKDWSURYLGHVRFLDOVWDWXVVHUYLFHV
DQGPDWHULDOYDOXH ´:KDWGRPRVWIHOORZVGRZLWKWKHLUDOORZDQFHµH[SODLQV%X]]LVWKH\´VSHQG
LWIHHGLQJWKHLUJLUOVEX\LQJWKHPFRNHVEX\LQJWKHPFDQG\µ>´3DWV\:DONHUµ-XQH@ 
1RW RQO\ DUH WKH GDWHV GHSLFWHG DV D VRXUFH IRU ÁRZHUV GULQNV DQG JLIWV WKH\ DOVR GULYH WKH
JLUOVDURXQGUXQHUUDQGVIRUWKHPDQGVHUYHDVPHVVHQJHUV ´/DQDµ %X]]DQGKLVSHHUVDUH
mere sidekicks and plot prompters for the ambition-driven, determined, and competing women
in these stories, prizes the girls compete for but who are not allowed to have a will of their own.
7KH URPDQWLF LQWHUHVWV DUH VHOGRP RXWÀWWHG ZLWK D GLVWLQFW FKDUDFWHU EXW UHSUHVHQW D JHQHULF
manliness that is clueless, klutzy, and in need of female guidance. The girls, however, utilize
the boys to gain access to privileges they are not granted, for instance, owning and driving cars,
DQGKROGLQJZHOOSDLGSDUWWLPHMREVWRHDUQGLVSRVDEOHLQFRPH9HU\UDUHO\GRWKHFRPLFVWULSV
GLVFXVVDIIHFWLRQHPRWLRQDOVHFXULW\WUXVWRUVH[XDOGHVLUH7KHUHODWLRQVKLSVWKH0LVV$PHULFD
FRPLFVWULSVSUHVHQWHGSURYLGHSUDJPDWLFDQGTXLWHXQURPDQWLFSHUVSHFWLYHVRQGDWLQJ>@
2WKHUWKDQLQ´'HDU%HWW\$QQµZKHUH/L]EHWK·VIDWKHUDSSHDUVLQDSURWHFWLYHUROHWRZDUGV
his daughter, fathers in Miss America Comics appear mostly as stand-in romantic interests. When
3DWV\:DONHUUHDGVLQDERRNLQ´&KHDWLQJWKH&KHDWHUVµIURP´·%HKLQGevery great man,
there is a woman$ ZRPDQ ZKRVH ORYH DQG VDFULÀFH LV GHYRWHG WR WKH VXFFHVV RI WKH PDQ
she believes LQ·µVKHWKLQNVWRKHUVHOI´ 6LJK ,IRQO\WKHUHZHUHVRPHRQH,FRXOGJHWEHKLQG
6RPHRQHZKRVHVXFFHVV,FRXOGQREO\devote P\VHOIWRµ  6KHWKHQÀUVWSXWVKHUDPELWLRQ
WRZDUGDGYDQFLQJKHUIDWKHU·VFDUHHUZKRDQQR\HGE\KHUVXGGHQDWWHQWLRQJHQWO\JXLGHVKHU
IRFXV RQ ER\IULHQG %X]] DQG KLV VSRUWV H[SORLWV )DWKHUV DSSHDU DV WKHLU GDXJKWHUV· WUDLQLQJ
REMHFWVWROHDUQWRLQWHUDFWZLWKPHQ7KH\DOVRDSSHDUDVPRQH\VRXUFHVIRUGUHVVHVDQGRWKHU
H[SHQVHVRQO\VOLJKWO\UHPRYHGIURPWKHUROHVER\IULHQGVSOD\LQWKHVWRULHV
$VPHQDUHWKHPHDQVWRLPSURYHRQH·VVRFLDOVWDQGLQJDIIHFWLRQDYHUVHPHQQHHGWR
EHWULFNHGDQGPDQLSXODWHGLQWRUHODWLRQVKLSV$QGWKLVLVGRQHZLWKZLWDQGDSHUIHFWERG\*LUOV
DUHHQWLFHGLQWKHVHWH[WVWRVXEMHFWWKHPVHOYHVHQWLUHO\WRWKHMXGJPHQWRIPHQLQFOXGLQJDV
one advice columnist recommends, their brothers, even their younger ones, as they as men,
XQGHUVWDQGZKDWRWKHUPHQOLNH6LVWHUVVKRXOGVXEPLWQRWRQO\WRWKHLUEURWKHU·VMXGJPHQWRIWKHLU
FORWKHVDQGKDLUVW\OHV ´+HNQRZVKRZKHDQGKLVSDOVOLNHWKHVZHHWVH[WRORRNµ>+ROPHV@ 
EXWDOVRWKHFRPSDQ\WKH\NHHSVLQFH´7KH\NQRZKRZJLUOVUDWH6LQFHDJLUO·VMXGJHGE\WKH
FRPSDQ\VKHNHHSVWKH\·UHDQ[LRXVWKDW>WKHLUVLVWHU·V@FRPSDQ\EHWRSVµ +ROPHV )ULHQGV
of brothers are assigned similar powers over girls, but since they are also potential “life savers,”
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HYHQSRWHQWLDOORYHLQWHUHVWVDVWKH\FDQSRVHDVGDQFHSDUWQHUVDQGSURPGDWHV +ROPHV $
VPDUWJLUOLVWKHUHIRUHVXSSRVHGWRZLQWKHIDYRUVRIKHUEURWKHUV·IULHQGV7KHDUWLFOHJLYHVGHWDLOHG
LQVWUXFWLRQVKRZWRGRWKDW´6KHQHYHUKDQJVDURXQGZKHQWKH\·UHLQDKXGGOHRUDWWUDFWVWKHLU
attention to how cute she is. But she is likely to pop up with a bowl of popcorn or a plate of fudge.
$QG LQFOXGHG LQ D FRQYHUVDWLRQ VKH OLVWHQV ZLWK LQWHUHVW WR WKH WKLQJV WKH\ VD\µ +ROPHV  
*LUOVDUHWUDLQHGWRVXEPLWWRDZRUOGYLHZLQZKLFKPHQDUHWKHMXGJHVRIWKHLUERGLHVDQGVHOYHV
DVLWLVWKHLUVXFFHVVZLWKPHQWKDWGHÀQHVWKHLUYDOXH%XWWKHDUWLFOHDOVRVXJJHVWVWRJLUOVWKDW
they utilize the men in their lives to access the privilege they do not have. As with driving, where
girls having no access to cars utilize their boyfriends as chauffeurs, brothers, too, are described
DVXVHIXO´%URWKHUVDUHSUHFLRXVFRPPRGLWLHVµ +ROPHV VLQFH´ER\VFDQJRSODFHVDQGGR
WKLQJVWKDWJLUOVFDQQRW7KH\·UHERXQGWROHDUQPRUHRIWKHZRUOGWKDQZHSRVVLEO\FDQµ +ROPHV
 *LUOVFDQUHWULHYHWKHNQRZOHGJHQRWDYDLODEOHWRWKHPE\EHKDYLQJSURSHUO\IHPLQLQHWRZDUGV
their brothers, and therewith access what they are barred from.

“Lose Ugly Fat!”
,QWKHMiss America ComicsIHPDOHERGLHVDUHPHQ·VPRVWUHOLDEOHZHDNQHVV%R\VDQG
men can be most effectively manipulated into doing anything one of the female protagonists
ZDQWV ZLWK WKH SURPLVH RI D JOLPSVH RI IHPDOH OHJ RU GpFROOHWDJH +HU ERG\ EHFRPHV D JLUO·V
FXUUHQF\LQUHDFKLQJKHUDLPVDQGKHUPDLQSDWKWRVRFLDODGYDQFHPHQW7KH WHHQDJH JLUOVZKR
compete for romantic success in the Miss America Comics DUHGUDZQZLWKWKHH[DFWVDPHERG\
IHDWXUHVWLQ\ZDLVWIXOO\GHYHORSHGEUHDVWVDQGKLSVDQGVKDSHO\OHJV3DWV\DVZHOODVRWKHU
teenage protagonists and their rivals, are only distinguished by hair color and styles; their bodies
DQG DW WLPHV WKHLU IDFLDO IHDWXUHV DUH RIWHQ H[DFW FRSLHV RI HDFK RWKHU 7KLV HPSKDVL]HV WKH
QRUPDWLYLW\RIEHDXWLIXOERGLHVLQWKHVHWH[WV7KHUHLVRQO\RQHSK\VLFDOPRGHODJLUOFDQDVSLUHWR
7KLVEHFRPHVDEVXUGLQFDWÀJKWVZKHQJLUOVZKRVHHPWREHGUDZQZLWKWKHH[DFWVDPHERGLHV
DFFXVHHDFKRWKHURISK\VLFDOÁDZV ´%DWKLQJ%DE\µ 
The advice columns and abundant advertisements that framed the stories directly
FRPPXQLFDWHGWRWKHUHDGHUVWKDWWKH\DUHH[SHFWHGWRÀWWKHEHDXW\VWDQGDUGVWRR7KH´&KDUP
Corner,”0LVV$PHULFD&RPLFV·name for its advice columns consistently reminded readers that
WKHUHLVDFRUUHODWLRQEHWZHHQDVPDOOZDLVWOLQHDQGQXPEHURIGDWHV ´'RQ·WEHD3LQ8S*LUOµ
  Another article suggests that domestic labor, such as cleaning and doing the laundry, is
WKH SHUIHFW ZRUNRXW WR NHHS D ZRPDQ·V ERG\ ÀW ´*RRG *URRPLQJµ   'LHWLQJ DGYLFH
FRQVLVWHQWO\VXJJHVWVWKDWORVLQJZHLJKWLVDTXHVWLRQRIH[HUFLVLQJUHVWUDLQWRYHURQH·VHDWLQJ
ÀWWLQJFORVHO\ZLWKRWKHUDGYLFHRQLGHDOIHPLQLQHEHKDYLRULQMiss America Comics that claimed
WKDWIHPLQLQLW\FRQVLVWHGRIUHVWUDLQLQJFRQWUROOLQJDQGVXSHUYLVLQJRQH·VGHVLUHVXUJHVPRRGV
DQGERG\ ´7KLV/LWWOH3LJJLHµ 
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Advertisements fed off the normative messages in the comic strips and advice columns
WKDW GHSLFWHG ERGLHV QRW ÀWWLQJ WKH KHJHPRQLF LGHDOV DV SUREOHPV WKDW QHHGHG WR EH VROYHG
Ads, such as one for the “spot reducer,” a massage cream that promised to melt fat at all the
ULJKWSODFHVRIIHUHGUHPHGLHVIRUDIHZGROODUV  $QDGYHUWLVHPHQWIRUDKDQGKHOGPDVVDJH
PDFKLQHFODLPHG´7DNH2II8JO\)DW'RQ·W6WD\)DW³<RXFDQORVHSRXQGVDQGLQFKHVVDIHO\µ
´(OHFWULF 6SRW 5HGXFHUµ  $QRWKHU DG PDLQWDLQHG ´&KHZ &KHZLQJ *XP 5HGXFH XS WR 
Pounds a week.” The chewing gum in question was supposed to help readers to reduce “to a
EHDXWLIXO JODPRURXV VOLP JUDFHIXO ÀJXUHµ ZLWK ´12 VWDUYLQJ 12 H[HUFLVH 12 OD[DWLYHV 12
GUXJV 12 VWHDP EDWKV 12 PDVVDJHµ ´.HOSLGLQH &KHZLQJ *XPµ   The “Bulge Master,” a
VSDQGH[IRUHUXQQHUSURPLVHG´/RRNVOLPPHUPRUH\RXWKIXO5HGXFH\RXUDSSHDUDQFHLQVWDQWO\µ
 
Most striking perhaps, are the many advertisements that utilize comic strips to sell their
product. While shorter and framed in marketing language they are not always easy to distinguish
IURPWKHUHJXODUFRPLFVWULSVVXUURXQGLQJWKHP$FRPLFVWULSDGIRU6HO7H[3LOOV WKDWSURPLVH
WKH UHDGHU WKDW VKH FDQ ORVH DV PDQ\ SRXQGV DV VKH ZDQWV  KHDGOLQHV ´+RZ DQ XQKDSS\ fat
JLUOEHFDPHDKDSS\VOLPJLUOµ,QWKHVWRU\-DQHDVNV´6LVZK\GR\RXJHWDOOWKHGDWHVZKLOH
,DOZD\VVWD\DWKRPH,·PMXVWDVSUHWW\DV\RXµ6LVUHSOLHVµ,·OOWHOO\RX-DQH²EXWGRQ·WEH
RIIHQGHG)UDQNO\\RXUÀJXUHLVDZIXOµ7KHODVWLPDJHVKRZV-DQHVOHQGHUQRZDIWHUWDNLQJWKH
SLOOVGDQFLQJZLWKDKDQGVRPHPDQZKRVD\V´:K\\RX·UHDVOLJKWDVDIHDWKHU:KDWDJRUJHRXV
VOLPÀJXUH\RXKDYHµ   ,QDFRPLFDGIRU´0LQL*\PµWKHSURWDJRQLVWRYHUKHDUVDIRUPHUGDWH
speaking badly about her body and decides to work out to change her shape. These ads echo the
storylines of “Dear Betty Ann,” or the messages of “Oh! Brother!” But unlike the editorial sections
of the magazine, the ads promise that any dating problems a teenage girl may encounter are
easily resolved with the right product.
7KHDGVDOVRUHYHDOWKHFRPSOH[LW\RISRVWZDUEHDXW\LGHDOV7KH´¶0LQL*\P·WXUQVGDWH
OHVV'RURWK\LQWR'D]]OLQJ'RWW\µ  +RZHYHUWKLVLVQRWVLPSO\DFKLHYHGE\UHGXFLQJ'RWW\·V
weight, but by adding curves to her slender body. While a small waist was crucial for female
beauty, so were full breasts and hips. Supplements, creams, and devices therefore commonly
promised to reduce fat at some places of the body and adding it to others. The ad for NUMAL
VXSSOHPHQWVZDUQVJLUOV´6NLQQ\JLUOVDUHQRWJODPRXUJLUOVµ
,I\RXDUHDQRUPDOKHDOWK\XQGHUZHLJKWSHUVRQDQGDUHDVKDPHGRI\RXU
VNLQQ\VFUDZQ\ÀJXUH180$/FDQKHOS\RXDGGSRXQGVDQGSRXQGVRI
ÀUPDWWUDFWLYHÁHVKWR\RXUÀJXUH>«@6RGRQ·WOHWWKHPVQLFNHUDW\RXU
VNLQQ\VFUDZQ\ÀJXUH$VNLQQ\VFDUHFURZÀJXUHLVQHLWKHUIDVKLRQDEOH
nor glamorous. Remember, the girls with the glamorous curves get the
GDWHV 
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While girls in the Miss America Comics DUHH[SHFWHGWRKDYHPDVWHUHGWKHQDUURZUDQJH
EHWZHHQ WRR VNLQQ\ DQG LQVXIÀFLHQWO\ VNLQQ\ QRQFRPSHWLWRUV IRU URPDQWLF DWWHQWLRQ VXFK DV
mothers, fathers, coaches, and teachers are occasionally drawn with round bodies, insinuating that
SHUIHFWIHPDOHERGLHVDUHDSULYLOHJH DQGEXUGHQ RI\RXWKDQGWKDWDIWHUJURZLQJXSDQGÀQGLQJ
RQH·VVSRXVHWKHERG\LVRIOHVVLPSRUWDQFH 2QWKHH[FHSWLRQDORFFDVLRQRIWKHDSSHDUDQFHRI
an ethnic other in the Miss America Comics they, too, are drawn with bodies not complying with
KHJHPRQLF EHDXW\ LGHDOV ´0LW]Lµ  7KH ERG\ VKDSH FOHDUO\ VHSDUDWHV WKH KHURLQHV IURP WKHLU
sidekicks, marking who is worthy of attention.
,QFRQWUDVWWRWKHWHHQGUDPDWKHJLUOVH[SHULHQFHWKHDGXOWVDUHPRVWO\GHSLFWHGDVKDYLQJ
reached a zen-like state in life. Mothers perpetually clean their homes; men are shown reading
LQWKHLUDUPFKDLUVLIQRWDWZRUN*URZQXSOLIHLVGHSLFWHGDVÀUPO\JHQGHUHGIROORZLQJDVWULFWO\
heteronormative order and clear division of labor. The teen protagonists train for the roles they
REVHUYHLQWKHLUSDUHQWVJLUOVDUHHQGOHVVO\LQWHUHVWHGLQGRPHVWLFFKRUHVRUJURRPLQJDQGFHQWHU
WKHLUOLYHVRQWKHPHQLQWKHLUOLYHV%R\VDUHUHSUHVHQWHGLQWKHLULQWHUHVWLQVSRUWV VXEVWLWXWLQJ
IRUIXWXUHZRUNFDUHHUV RUZKHQVKRZQDWKRPHVLWWLQJLQWKHLUDUPFKDLUVDQGUHDGLQJMXVWOLNH
their fathers. Domestic space is clearly gendered as a space of labor for girls and women, and a
space of recreation for boys and men.
+RZHYHUWKLVJHQGHUHGSDWWHUQLVEURNHQLQWKHFRPLFVWULSVFHQWHULQJRQJODPRURXVRU
DVSLULQJ DFWUHVVHV +HG\ 'H 9LQH RQH RI WKH RWKHU Miss America Comics protagonists, lives
the life of a successful movie star. She lives in her own home and instead of a boyfriend she is
DFFRPSDQLHGE\DÀDQFp7KH+HG\'H9LQHVWRULHVVHHPLQJO\EUHDNZLWKWKHJHQGHUHGLGHRORJ\
WKHWHHQFRPLFVODLGRXW'H9LQHLVÀQDQFLDOO\LQGHSHQGHQW6KHKDVDFKLHYHGKHUVXFFHVVRQ
KHURZQDFFRXQWDQGKDVVRPHFRQWURORYHUKHUOLIHDQGZRUN+RZHYHUWKHFRQÁLFWVDQGWHQVLRQV
'H9LQHKDVWRPDVWHURQDQDYHUDJHRIIRXUSDJHVDUHVLPLODUWRWKHWHHQFRPLFVWRU\OLQHV+HU
ULYDO6DQGUDWKUHDWHQVKHUVXFFHVVDQGUHODWLRQVKLSWKHÀDQFpQHHGVWREHQXGJHGLQWRURPDQFH
DQGKHUERG\DQGORRNVDUH'H9LQH·VFDSLWDO+RZHYHUWKHVWRULHVGLYHUJHLQWKHLUGHÀQLWLRQRI
ideal femininity. The teen comics suggest that motherhood and marriage are what girls should
VWULYHIRU'H9LQHDVDZRUNLQJZRPDQRIVRUWVSURSRVHVDQDOWHUQDWLYH:KLOHKHUÀDQFpDVNV
her repeatedly to marry, she perpetually postpones, since marriage would end her career. By
KROGLQJRXWRQVHWWLQJDZHGGLQJGDWH'H9LQHSODFHVKHUFDUHHUDQGVXFFHVVRYHUWKHSURPLVHV
of marriage and motherhood.
+RZHYHUWKHVXEYHUVLYHSRWHQWLDOWKHDGYHQWXUHVRIDZRUNLQJZRPDQFRXOGSRVHWRWKH
gender-conservative universe of the Miss America Comics LVÀUPO\FRQWDLQHGE\WKHPRYLHVWDU
SORW1RWRQO\EHFDXVHLWLVXQDFKLHYDEOHIRUPRVWEXWDOVREHFDXVHWKHVWDUGRP+HG\UHSUHVHQWV
is not centered around her work, or the money she makes, but rather on the fantasy of being loved
by the masses and being adored and envied for her good looks. Like in the teen comic storylines,
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it is her body groomed into hegemonic femininity that brings her success. Miss America Comics
PD\SXVKWKHERXQGDULHVRIZKDWFRQVWLWXWHVZRPHQ·VVXFFHVV E\VKRZLQJDQXQPDUULHGDGXOW
ZRPDQ ZKR ZRUNV IRU D OLYLQJ  EXW VWD\V ZHOO ZLWKLQ ZKDW FRQVWLWXWHG DSSURSULDWH IHPLQLQH
behaviors.
7LPHO\ WULHG WR FDVK LQ RQ WKH QHZ LQGHSHQGHQFH JLUOV DQG ZRPHQ H[SHULHQFHG GXULQJ
:RUOG:DU,,ZLWKLWV´FDUHHUJLUOµVHULHVVWDUWLQJZLWK Tessie the Typist LQ5HÁHFWLQJWKH
UHDOLW\RIKRPHIURQWFXOWXUH7HVVLHDJLUOIUHVKRXWRIKLJKVFKRROWULHVDQXPEHURIRGGMREVWKDW
before the war were held by men, and now abandoned as men were drafted and sent overseas
5REELQV ,Q7LPHO\DGGHGWRWKHVHULHVNellie the Nurse and Millie the Model. But it was
only Millie who became a success. After the war, popular culture aided the social push for women
WRYDFDWHWKHLUZDUMREVDQGWRUHWXUQKRPHWRFUHDWHVSDFHVIRUUHWXUQLQJVHUYLFHPHQ0RYLHV
FRPLFVDQGURPDQWLFOLWHUDWXUHGHÀQHGORYHDQGGRPHVWLFEOLVVDVQHZSULRULWLHVIRUZRPHQZLWK
the occasional escapist fantasy of more glamorous lifestyles movie stars were thought to engage
LQ'UHDP\SORWOLQHVDERXWDFWUHVVHVPRGHOVDQGÀOPVWDUVDFNQRZOHGJHGZRPHQ·VDQGJLUO·V
desire for more independent and adventurous lifestyles without overtly challenging the status
TXR,QWKHODWHVDQGHDUO\VURPDQFHFRPLFVVXFKDVYoung Romance, Young Love,
Young Brides, and In LoveÁRRGHGWKHPDUNHWWHOOLQJHYHU\GD\VWRULHVRIÀQGLQJORYH*ODPRXU
FRPLFV ERRPHG HTXDOO\ +HG\ 'H 9LQH JRW KHU RZQ WLWOH LQ  EXW VKH ZDV VRRQ MRLQHG E\
other glamor girl comics, such as Miss Beverly Hills of Hollywood WKDWGHEXWHGLQEXWUDQ
IRURQO\QLQHLVVXHV7KHWLWOHIHDWXUHGQH[WWRDGYLFHDQGFHOHEULW\LQWHUYLHZVWKHDGYHQWXUHVRI
aspiring actress Beverly and her boyfriend Will Shire, often guest-starring real-life celebrities such
DV$ODQ/DGG7KHPDJD]LQHDVVKRUWOLYHGDVLWZDVLVUHPDUNDEOHIRULWVH[SOLFLWGLVFXVVLRQRI
body ideals. Miss Beverly Hills UHGHÀQHG +ROO\ZRRG JODPRU VWDUV DV DXWKRULW\ RYHU KHDOWK DQG
beauty. Essays on and interviews with celebrities made visible that beautiful bodies required
ZRUNPRQH\DQGGLVFLSOLQH ´:LOO6KLUH,QWHUYLHZVµ 7KHHGLWRULDOVHFWLRQLQFOXGHGLQIRUPDWLRQ
RQWKHQXWULWLRQDOYDOXHVRIIRRGLWHPVDQGRQWKHYDOXHRIH[HUFLVH*RVVLSVHFWLRQVFRPPRQO\
GLVFXVVHGQRWRQO\DÀOPVWDU·VQHZPRYLHEXWDOVRWKHLUZHLJKWDQGERG\VKDSH ´3LFWXUH3DWWHUµ 
,QWHUYLHZHGRUIHDWXUHGFHOHEULWLHVFRPPRQO\GLVFORVHGWKHLUZHLJKWDQGVRPHWLPHVVKDUHGWLSV
on how they maintained it. Miss Beverly Hills WKXVSUHVHQWHGWKHERG\DVDFRQWLQXRXVSURMHFW
rather than an entity determined by biology.
,Q WKH FRPLF VWRULHV WKH JODPRURXV ERGLHV DUH FRPPRQO\ VHW DJDLQVW D IRLO RI QRUPDO
bodies. While in Miss America Comics ERG\ZHLJKWRIWHQIXQFWLRQHGDVDPDUNHURIDJH³PRVW
\RXQJSHRSOHZHUHVOHQGHUPRVWROGHUSHRSOHZHUHQRW³LQMiss Beverly Hills WKHERGLHVRIÀOP
VWDUVZHUHVOHQGHUEXWWKHERGLHVRIÀOPSURGXFHUVGLUHFWRUVZDLWVWDIIDQGRWKHUVZRUNLQJZLWK
DQGVHUYLQJWKHVWDUVZHUHRIWHQQRW7KHÀOPVWDUV·ERGLHVDUHWKXVLQWHQWLRQDOO\RUQRWPDUNHG
DVH[WUDRUGLQDU\UDWKHUWKDQQRUPDO$QGDEHDXWLIXOERG\ZDVGHSLFWHGDVDQDFWRU·VZRUNMXVW
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DVLWZDVWROHDUQKLVRUKHUOLQHV1RUPDOSHRSOHLQWKHVWRU\OLQHVZHUHQRWH[SHFWHGWRHPERG\
SHUIHFWLRQ:LWKWKHEHDXWLIXOERG\PDUNHGDVH[FHSWLRQDODGYLFHWRUHDGHUVZDVLQJHQHUDOPRUH
forgiving than in Miss America Comics ,Q WKH FRPLF VWULS DGYLFH FROXPQ ´%HYHUO\·V 'HVLJQV
on You,” readers are provided with beauty tips, too. But instead of proposing diets, the authors
suggested that readers work with their body shapes rather than trying to alter them. Much advice
LV JLYHQ RQ KRZ WR GUHVV RQH·V ERG\ WR RQH·V DGYDQWDJH 5HDGHUV DUH IXUWKHU UHPLQGHG WKDW
SRVWXUHDQGVPDUWVDUHDWOHDVWDVLPSRUWDQWDVRQH·VZHLJKW ´%HYHUO\·V'HVLJQVRQ<RXµ-XO\
$XJXVW1RY'HF . The glamorous body became here an illusion that can
EHSURGXFHGDWZLOOEXWLQLWVSHUIHFWLRQRQO\DWJUHDWH[SHQVH

)HPLQLVW8QGHUJURXQG&RPLFV5HGHÀQLQJWKH)HPDOH%RG\
,Q  XQGHUJURXQG FRPLFV RU FRPL[  VWDUWHG WR FKDOOHQJH QRW RQO\ WKH FRQYHQWLRQV
comics had established by this point, but also the middle-class values they traditionally
WUDQVSRUWHG 5REELQV   ,QLWLDOO\ WKH ÀHOG ZDV GRPLQDWHG E\ PDOH DUWLVWV DQG GHVSLWH WKHLU
LFRQRFODVWLF DVSLUDWLRQV WKH\ RFFDVLRQDOO\ ODVKHG RXW DJDLQVW WKH SDUDOOHO IRUPLQJ ZRPHQ·V
OLEHUDWLRQPRYHPHQWVE\FUHDWLQJFRPL[IHDWXULQJYLROHQFHDJDLQVWZRPHQ 5REELQV )HPLQLVW
underground newspapers such as ,W$LQ·W0H%DEHLQWKHVZHUHWKHÀUVWWRSXEOLVKFRPLF
VWULSVZLWKH[SOLFLWIHPLQLVWFRQWHQW 5REELQV (YHQWXDOO\WKHÀUVWIHPLQLVWXQGHUJURXQGFRPLF
ERRNVHPHUJHGSXEOLVKHGE\ZRPHQDUWLVWVSDUWO\WRSURWHVWWKHPDOHGRPLQDWHGFXOWXUHRIFRPL[
SDUWO\WRFUHDWHFRPLFVWKDWUHFRUGHGZRPHQ·VOLIHH[SHULHQFHVDQGVH[XDOLW\7KHIHPDOHDUWLVWV
FUHDWHGVSDFHVLQZKLFKWKH\FRXOGH[SHULPHQWZLWKFRQWHQWWKH\WKRXJKWLPSRUWDQW7KHLUFRPL[
such as 3DQGRUD·V%R[:LPPHQ·V&RPL[ or the iconic Abortion Eve tried to educate women on
WKHLUERGLHVKRPRVH[XDOGHVLUHDQGWKHLUUHSURGXFWLYHULJKWVLQDZD\WKDWZDVHDVLO\DFFHVVLEOH
The comic book style was a way to reach young women and to counterbalance the images of
IHPDOHERGLHVWKH\HQFRXQWHUHGLQPDLQVWUHDPSRSFXOWXUHLQWKHV$QD0HULQRFODLPVWKDW
WKHVHIHPLQLVWFRPL[FUHDWHGSURGXFHGDQGVROGE\ZRPHQDOORZHGWKHPWRHQWHUWKHSXEOLF
VSKHUHDQGGLVFXVVZRPHQ·VLVVXHVWKDWKDGIRXQGQRVSDFHLQSRSXODUFXOWXUHEHIRUH  %XW
LWLVQRWRQO\WKHLVVXHVWKDWDUHQHZ)HPLQLVWFRPL[0HULQRFODLPVFUHDWHGWKHLURZQDHVWKHWLF
VHQVLELOLWLHV$VDQH[DPSOHVKHJLYHVWKHGRRUDQGZLQGRZOHVVZRUOGVFRPLFVDUWLVW-XOLH'RXFHW
FUHDWHVWRH[SUHVVZRPHQ·VODFNRIOLEHUWLHVDQGH[LWVWUDWHJLHV  
,Q-R\FH)DUPHU DUW DQG/\Q&KHYHO\ VFULSW SXEOLVKHGXQGHUWKHQDPH1DQQ\
*RDW3URGXFWLRQVWKHFRPLFDQWKRORJ\VHULHV7LWV¶Q·&OLWVZKLFKZDVRQHRIWKHÀUVWDOOIHPDOH
DUWLVWVFRPLFERRNVZLWKIHPLQLVWFRQWHQW,WKDGDUXQRI\HDUVDOEHLWZLWKLUUHJXODUSXEOLFDWLRQ
SDWWHUQV3ULQWUXQVYDULHGEXWFRXOGUDQJHEHWZHHQWRFRSLHV ´7LWV &OLWVµ 7KH
title is rarely found in histories of comic books, perhaps because of its limited reach, or because
RILWVUDGLFDOFRQWHQW7KHFRYHURIWKHÀUVWLVVXHXQGHUVFRUHVWKHUHEHOOLRXVDWWLWXGHRILWVFUHDWRUV
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$ZRPDQLQDUHGFRFNWDLOGUHVVVWRPSVLQWRDSXEOLFPHQ·VEDWKURRPWRJHWDUROORIWRLOHWSDSHU
WHOOLQJDQXSVHWPDQDWDXULQDO´·6RNORYH-XVWQHHGVRPHSDSHUµ4XLWHOLWHUDOO\VKHLVFURVVLQJ
WKHJHQGHUELQDU\DQGYLRODWLQJSHUFHSWLRQVRISURSULHW\ ´·6RNµ 
The challenge to the gender binary is a recurring theme in 7LWV¶Q·&OLWV,QWKHLVVXH
the comic strip “Mr. Right” shows a man and woman meeting at a bar and going home together.
:KHQWKH\XQGUHVVLWWXUQVRXWWKDWWKH\KDYHFURVVGUHVVHG1RWRQO\LVJHQGHUÁXLGLQWKHWLWOH
DOVRWKHUHYHUVDORIJHQGHUHGH[SHFWDWLRQVLVXVHGWRPDNHWKHPYLVLEOH  7KHFRYHURI
LVVXH  VKRZV D KHWHURVH[XDO FRXSOH DIWHU VH[ WKH ZRPDQ H[FODLPLQJ ´+H\7KDW ZDV JUHDW
8K«:KDWGLG\RXXVHIRUELUWKFRQWURO"µ ´+H\7KDWZDV*UHDWµ
Provocative cover pages were one of the signature moves of 7LWV¶Q·&OLWV, published by
small independent presses and mostly sold in feminist bookstores. The second issue showed a
ZRPDQGUHVVHGLQWKHFRORUVRIWKH$PHULFDQÁDJZKRH[FODLPV´,OHDNHGEXWLW·VRNLW·VRQWKH
UHGVWULSHµ ´,OHDNHGµ ,VVXHQXPEHUIHDWXUHGZRPHQUDOO\LQJWRZDUGWKH&DSLWROZLWKYLEUDWRUV
DQGGLOGRVLQWKHLUKDQGV ´:H6KDOO2YHUFRPHµ 
7LWV¶Q·&OLWVhad not only a feminist agenda, it also intended to counteract the misogynist
GHSLFWLRQ RI ZRPHQ LQ PDLQVWUHDP DQG XQGHUJURXQG FRPLFV DV ZHOO DV WKH H[SORLWDWLYH
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQRIZRPHQLQPDLQVWUHDPFXOWXUHDQGPHQ·VPDJD]LQHV2QHRIWKHÀUVWVWRULHV
“The Menses is the Message!” deals with the female body in ways unseen before in comic strips,
GLVFXVVLQJLQGHWDLOWKHGRZQVLGHVRI306 ´'RHV:RQGHU:RPDQZRUNGXULQJKHUSHULRG"µ 
DQGWKHPRQH\ZRPHQKDYHWRVSHQGRQK\JLHQHSURGXFWVSXWWLQJDQH[WUDEXUGHQRQZRPHQ
ZLWKOLWWOHLQFRPH:RPHQ·VERGLHVDUHVKRZQLQGLIIHUHQWIRUPVDQGVKDSHVGLIIHUHQWDJHVDQG
ODWHURQRIGLIIHUHQWUDFHV%HDXW\DQGVH[XDODWWUDFWLYHQHVVDUHUHGHÀQHGDVIHHOLQJFRPIRUWDEOH
ZLWKRQH·VERG\SK\VLFDODQGHPRWLRQDOZHOOEHLQJDQGEHLQJVHOIFRQÀGHQWZLWKRQH·VGHVLUHV
Despite its political and anti-pornographic agenda, 7LWV¶Q·&OLWVZLWKLWVH[SOLFLWVH[XDOGHSLFWLRQV
ZDV QRW SURWHFWHG IURP FHQVRUVKLS ,Q  WKH RZQHUV RI )DKUHQKHLW  DQ DOWHUQDWLYH
bookstore for alternative literature in Laguna Beach that carried 7LWV¶Q·&OLWV, were arrested for
VHOOLQJREVFHQHOLWHUDWXUH 5REELQV 
)DUPHUDQG&KHYHO\ZHUHFRXQVHORUVDWDZRPHQ·VIUHHFOLQLFDQGWKRXJKWRIXVLQJWKH
JHQUHWREULQJLQIRUPDWLRQDQGLGHDVWRDEURDGHUDXGLHQFHRIZRPHQ 5REELQV 7KH\KDG
worked together on Abortion Eve,SXEOLVKHGLQZKLFKWHOOVWKHVWRULHVRIÀYHSUHJQDQW(YHV
ZKRPHHWDWDQDERUWLRQFOLQLF7KHZRPHQ³ZKLWH$IULFDQ$PHULFDQDQG/DWLQD³FRPLQJIURP
different walks of life, have very different stories. But they also have something in common. As the
introduction under the title “Are Some People More /LNHO\WR6XIIHUIURP¶8QZDQWHG3UHJQDQF\·
WKDQ2WKHUV"µZLWWLO\VWDWHV´([WHQVLYHDQDO\VLVVKRZVWKHRQHFRPPRQGHQRPLQDWRULQSHRSOH
ZKRKDYHDQXQZDQWHGSUHJQDQF\LV7+(<$5($//)(0$/(µ  :RPHQWKHVWRULHVPDNH
DEXQGDQWO\FOHDUVKRXOGKDYHWKHDXWKRULW\WKHUHIRUHWRGHFLGHRYHUWKHLUSUHJQDQFLHV,QVWHDGRI
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UHO\LQJRQPDOHH[SHUWLVHWRPDNHWKHVHGHFLVLRQVWKH\VKRXOGKDYHDFFHVVWRIHPDOHH[SHUWLVH
The comic book presents this in the character of Mary Multipary, the counselor at the clinic
LQ ZKLFK WKH ZRPHQ PHHW 0DU\ SURYLGHV WKH (YHV DQG WKH UHDGHUV  ZLWK LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH
procedure, legal implications, and forms of birth control. When Farmer and Chevely created 7LWV·
Q·&OLWVWKH\XVHG0DU\·VFKDUDFWHUUHFXUUHQWO\WRSURYLGHLQIRUPDWLRQRQELUWKFRQWURODOWHUQDWLYH
medicine, and feminist thought. Besides presenting a decidedly feminist perspective, 7LWV¶Q·&OLWV
challenged male authority over the female body in other ways. Male gynecologists, for instance,
DUH TXHVWLRQHG LQ WKHLU DELOLW\ WR XQGHUVWDQG WKH IHPDOH ERGLO\ H[SHULHQFH ,Q ´)RQGD 3HWHUV
9DJLQDO'ULSµWKHSURWDJRQLVWUHVSRQGVWRKHUJ\QHFRORJLVW·VVWDWHPHQW´,WORRNVOLNHZHKDYHD
OLWWOHSUREOHPKHUHµSRLJQDQWO\ZLWK´·:H·KDYHDSUREOHP"""µ  
7LWV¶Q·&OLWVconstantly ventured into the many taboos mainstream culture had built around
WKHIHPDOHERG\7KHÀUVWLVVXHQRWRQO\GLVFXVVHGPHQVWUXDWLRQDQG67'VLWDOVRLQFOXGHGVWRULHV
RQVH[EHWZHHQFKLOGUHQDQGLWVH[XDOL]HGEUHDVWIHHGLQJ/DWHULVVXHVGLVFXVVHGPHQRSDXVH
VH[ WR\V PDVWXUEDWLRQ DQG IHPDOH KRPRVH[XDOLW\ :RPHQ·V ERGLHV DUH FHOHEUDWHG LQ WKHVH
stories as leaking, unpredictable, and driven by desire.
While attempting to avoid the normative depiction of female bodies, 7LWV¶Q·&OLWVsuffered
IURPLWVRZQEOLQGVSRWV'HVSLWHWKHYDULHW\LQERG\VKDSHVPRVWERGLHVGUDZQLQWKHÀUVWLVVXHV
ZHUHZKLWHDEOHERGLHGFOHDQVKDYHQVH[XDOO\DFWLYHDQGPRVWO\HQJDJHGLQKHWHURVH[XDODFWV
Some of this was amended in later issues, but other feminist cartoon artists started new titles to
KDYHWKHLURZQVWRULHVDQGLGHQWLWLHVWROG0RVWSURPLQHQWO\SHUKDSV$OLVRQ%HFKGHO·VDykes to
Watch out for followed a group of women mostly lesbians, including a Muslim, a transgendered
WHHQDJHU DQG D GUDJ NLQJ OLYLQJ LQ D PLGVL]HG $PHULFDQ WRZQ ,Q Dykes to Watch out for
FDUWRRQLVW%HFKGHODOVRLQWURGXFHGKHUE\QRZIDPRXVWHVWWRGHWHUPLQHJHQGHUELDVLQÀOPV>@
7KH %HFKGHO7HVW DVNV RI D PRYLH ZKHWKHU LW VKRZV WZR IHPDOH QDPHG  FKDUDFWHUV WDONLQJ WR
HDFKDERXWVRPHWKLQJRWKHUWKDQPHQ7KDWWKH3DWV\:DONHUDQG+HG\'H9LQHVWRULHVRIWHQ
would have failed the test shows that women comics such as 7LWV¶Q·&OLWVUHGHÀQHGUDGLFDOO\KRZ
women in comic strips were represented.

Conclusion
:KHQLQWKHVDQGVFRPLFERRNVVWDUWHGWRDGGUHVVDIHPDOHUHDGHUVKLSWKH\
FUHDWHGLPDJHVRIIHPDOHERGLHVWKDWZHUHQRWRYHUWO\VH[XDOL]HG7KH\SUHVHQWHGDQDOWHUQDWLYH
WRWKHKLJKO\REMHFWLÀHGGHSLFWLRQRIIHPDOHERGLHVLQVXSHUKHURFRPLFV%XWZKHUHDVLQVXSHUKHUR
FRPLFVWKHSURWDJRQLVWV·ERGLHVZHUHPDUNHGDVVXSHUKXPDQWKHEHDXWLIXOERGLHVLQWHHQFRPLFV
were implied to be normal.
&RPLF ERRNV IRU JLUOV FUHDWHG D VSDFH LQ ZKLFK WHHQDJH JLUOV· LQWHUHVWV ZHUH VXSSRVHG
WR EH UHÁHFWHG DQG DGGUHVVHG %XW WKH\ RQO\ FRYHUHG LQWHUHVWV WKDW DJUHHG ZLWK WKH JHQGHU
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conservative ideas of femininity that became popular after the war. Young female bodies followed
contemporary beauty ideals and showed practically no diversity. Comic strips, advice columns
and advertisements created the impression that only girls following hegemonic ideas of femininity
DQG VXEMHFWLQJ WKHLU ERGLHV WR UHFRPPHQGHG EHDXW\ SUDFWLFHV ZLOO ÀQG KDSSLQHVV 7KH JLUO
SURWDJRQLVWVZHUHFRQWLQXRXVO\FRPSHWLQJIRUER\V6XFFHVVIXOGDWLQJDSSHDUHGDVDJLUO·VRQO\
choice to achieve what she wanted. To be successful, she needed to embody the beauty ideals
presented to her.
*ODPRU DQG FHOHEULW\ FRPLFV ZKLOH LQ JHQHUDO IROORZLQJ WKLV ORJLF FUHDWHG LQWHUHVWLQJ
contradictions. While the teen comics showed motherhood and marriage as the goals girls
aspired to, glamor comics suggested that a girl could aim higher. But again, such achievement
ZDVQRWEDVHGRQKHUWDOHQWVRULQWHOOLJHQFHEXWRQKHUDSSHDUDQFH+RZHYHUJODPRUFRPLFV
acknowledged the work and production process behind a body that conformed to beauty ideals,
DQGGHSLFWHGWKHPDVWKHH[FHSWLRQUDWKHUWKDQWKHQRUP
 )HPLQLVW XQGHUJURXQG FRPLFV ÀQDOO\ XVHG WKH PHGLXP DV D ZD\ WR LQVFULEH ZRPHQ·V
H[SHULHQFHV DQG GLYHUVH ERGLHV LQWR SRSXODU FXOWXUH &RPLF ERRNV WKHUHIRUH WKRXJKW DQG
presented the female body in different, and sometimes contradictory ways. From the classis trope
WKDWHPSKDVL]HG´WLWV¶Q·DVVµWREHREVHUYHGIRUWKHSOHDVXUHRIWKHPDOHYLHZHUVWRWKHUDGLFDO
UHFODLPLQJ RI ´WLWV ¶Q· FOLWVµ DV VRXUFHV RI IHPDOH SOHDVXUH EHORQJLQJ WR WKHLU RZQHUV WKH PDQ\
forms of the female body in comics emphasizes how popular culture is a market place of ideas
that, like the body itself, is impossible to contain.
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Endnotes
>@0LFKHOOH1RODQDUJXHVWKDWWKHWHHQFRPLFVQRQHWKHOHVVZHUHWKHEHJLQQLQJRIURPDQFHFRPLFVWKDW
EHFDPHSRSXODULQWKHV  
>@ )RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH %HFKGHO WHVW DV ZHOO DV DQ H[FHUSW RI WKH FRPLF VWULS LQ ZKLFK LW ZDV
LQWURGXFHGVHH$VKHU&DQWUHOO´)DPRXV)LOPVWKDW6XUSULVLQJO\)DLOWKH%HFKGHO7HVWµ
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Whether or not repressing women's sexuality is good, the fact of the matter is that media, up until recently, often went out of its way to
DE-sexualize both women and men. Especially the comics, which, under the Comics Code, were probably prevented from showing
nipples and labias everywhere.Â It turns out, a female character doesn't need her ass cheeks sticking out around her thong, or her
boobs spilling out of some improbable spandex, to be a compelling character. Would It Matter If It Were True? Advertisement.Â People
Know That Comics Aren't Real/Girls Don't Look to Comics for Body Image Perspectives. Advertisement. No (and that's a problem that
the major comic companies are struggling with, isn't it?), but boys do. Comic Books. Entertainment. Movies.Â The study examines
whether or not sexualized female game characters compel women to feel body dissatisfaction or whether or not these characters
increase aggression toward women. The significance of this study is that it was preregistered and done via collaboration between
professors with very different views on the subject matter. In an e-mail, Professor Chris Ferguson explainedâ€¦Â The main goal of the
study was to reduce false positive results, and dampen the weakness that some of these studies have when it comes to examining the
effects and outcomes related to the subject matter.Â â€œIâ€™ve been on the record supporting more games with stronger, less
sexualized representations of female characters (and I still do.) As the women of the Saturday Night Live cast sang in their musical
response to men shocked by the revelations of #MeToo: â€œWelcome to hell, / This isnâ€™t news. / Our situationâ€™s been a
nuisance since we got boobs.â€Â With reproduction outsourced from the female body, women are no longer stereotyped into
â€œcareâ€ roles: a male receptionist is as unremarkable as a female executive. But male violence persists, and the external wombs
offer a new target for it. â€œWe have invented a whole new form of abuse.Â Reading this, with its precise focus on weight and
appearance, seems more likely to reinforce a young womanâ€™s anxieties than to offer her a decisive debunking of the beauty myth.

