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This is the third edition of the pioneering work that has become the standard text in the field. The first edition was one of the earliest to
establish that the newly-developing international law of human rights could be set down as any other branch of international law. It also
incorporates the complementary fields of international humanitarian law and international criminal law, while addressing the problems
associated with their interaction with human rights law. The book is more than a descriptive analysis of the field.Â Sir Nigel Rodley KBE,
PhD is Professor of Law and Chair of the Human Rights Centre, University of Essex. He is an elected member of the UN Human Rights
Committee, established under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Prisoners' rights in international law are found in a
number of international treaties. For the most part these treaties came into existence following the two World Wars and the body of law
continues to be added to and amended. The events of World War I and World War II had a profound effect on international law due to
the widespread denial of civil rights and liberties on the basis of racial, religious, and political discrimination. The systematic use of
violence, including murder and ultimately International humanitarian law (IHL) also protects other persons deprived of liberty as a result
of armed conflict.Â The third Geneva Convention provides a wide range of protection for prisoners of war. It defines their rights and sets
down detailed rules for their treatment and eventual release.Â Rules governing the treatment and conditions of detention of civilian
internees under IHL are very similar to those applicable to prisoners of war. In non-international armed conflicts, Article 3 common to the
1949 Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol II provide that persons deprived of liberty for reasons related to the conflict must also
be treated humanely in all circumstances.

