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First Thursday Book Club Discussion Questions

Gaudy Night
by Dorothy Sayers
Feb 2, 2017, 2pm. Barb Selis hosts. Mary La Husen leads the discussion
1. Explain what a Gaudy is? Why had Harriet not attended any in the years since she
left Shrewsbury College?
2. What problem is Harriet asked to help Shrewsbury College with?
3. Why do they not want to call in the authorities?
4. Why does Harriet not want to marry Peter Whimsey? Why does she not just break it
off with him?
5. What incident prompts Harriet to tell the College that they must bring in experts to
deal with the problem? How do they react?
6. Why does Lord Wimsey appear at Oxford? How does he know that Harriet was
seeing a student and rejected him? What does Harriet say?
7. Why does Peter conclude that Harriet is in danger, along with Miss de Vine? In
what way does Harriet follow Peter's advice?
**********************************************************
1. For the person who chose this book: What made you want to read it? What made
you suggest it to the group for discussion? Did it live up to your expectations? Why or
why not? Are you sorry/glad that you suggested it to the group (ask again after the
discussion)?
2. Did you think the characters and their problems/decisions/relationships were
believable or realistic? If not, was the author trying to make them realistic, and why
did he or she fail? Did the male/female author draw realistic male and female
characters? Which character could you relate to best and why? Talk about the
secondary characters. Were they important to the story? Did any stand out for you?
3. How was the book structured? Did the author use any structural or narrative
devices like flashbacks or multiple voices in telling the story? How did this affect the
story and your appreciation of the book? Do you think the author did a good job with
it? Whose voice was the story told in (from whose point of view is the story told)? How
do you think it might have been different if another character was telling the story?
4. Talk about the author's use of language/writing style. Have each member read
their favorite couple of passages out loud. (You might want to warn them ahead of
time that they'll be doing this so they'll be prepared.) Was the language appropriate
to the story? Was it more poetic or vernacular? Did it stand in the way of your
appreciation of the story, or enhance your enjoyment of the book? If poetic, did the
characters speak in vernacular language, or in the poetic language of the author?
5. Was the dialogue realistic sounding? Was there a rhythm to the authors style, or
anything else that might be considered unique about it?
Was the author fairly descriptive? Was he or she better at describing the concrete or
the abstract? Was the author clear about what he or she was trying to say, or were
you confused by some of what you read? How did this affect your reading of the
book?

6. Talk about the plot. What was more important, the characters or the plot? Was the
plot moved forward by decisions of the characters, or were the characters at the
mercy of the plot? Was the action believable? What events in the story stand out for
you as memorable? Was the story chronological? Was there foreshadowing and
suspense or did the author give things away at the beginning of the book? Was this
effective? How did it affect your enjoyment of the book?
7. What were some of the major themes of the book? Are they relevant in your life?
Did the author effectively develop these themes? If so, how? If not, why not? Was
there redemption in the book? For any of the characters? Is this important to you
when reading a book? Did you think the story was funny, sad, touching, disturbing,
moving? Why or why not?
8. Compare this book to others your group has read. Is it similar to any of them? Did
you like it more or less than other books you've read? What do you think will be your
lasting impression of the book? What will be your most vivid memories of it a year from
now? Or will it just leave a vague impression, and what will that be? Or will you not
think of it at all in a year's time?
9. Talk about the location. Was it important to the story? Was the author's description
of the landscape/community a good one? Talk about the time period of the story (if
appropriate). Was it important to the story? Did the author convey the era well? Did
the author provide enough background information for you to understand the events
in the story? Why or why not for all of the above? Was pertinent information lumped
altogether, or integrated into the story? How did this affect your appreciation of the
book?
10. Finally, what else struck you about the book as good or bad? What did you like or
dislike about it that we haven't discussed already? Were you glad you read this
book? Would you recommend it to a friend? Did this book make you want to read
more work by this author?
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Gaudy Night was written by mystery writer Dorothy L. Sayers and published in 1935. It is her tenth novel to feature her detective
character Lord Peter Wimsey. The novel ends with the Latin phrases: Ask a question. Ask a Question. Related Study Guides. The Nine
Tailors.

