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A More Perfect Constitution is a book published by American political scientist at

A More Perfect
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the University of Virginia, Larry J. Sabato,[1] in which he proposes a constitutional
convention to substantially overhaul theUnited States Constitution.[2][3][4] He points
out that after the Bill of Rights, there have only been seventeen constitutional
amendments over the past 220 years. He argues that a constitutional convention is
overdue and is something that the Founding Fathers would have wanted. He offers
23 proposals for revising the Constitution.[2]
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universal national service.[1] Each of his proposals could be implemented with
concurrence of 2/3 of each house of Congress and 3/4 of the states, except for the

proposal to give some states more Senators than others. That proposal would require concurrence from every state.

Congress
Expand the Senate to 136 members to have it be more representative. His plan would give the ten most populous
states two additional senators each, and give the next fifteen most populous states one additional senator
, and
would give the District of Columbia one senator.
Appoint all former presidents and vice presidents to the new of
fice of "National Senator" to serve national interests
instead of state interests, bring presidential experience to the Senate.
Mandate non-partisanredistricting for House elections to enhance electoral competition and lessen the influence of
gerrymandering.
Lengthen the terms of representatives from two years to three years, and set Senate terms to coincide with all
presidential elections, so the entire House and Senate would be elected at the same time as the President.
Expand the size of theHouse of Representativesto approximately 1,000 members from the current total of 435, so
House members can be closer to their constituents, and to level the playing field in House elections.
Establish term limits in the House and Senate to restore the Founders' principle of frequent
rotation in office.
Add a Balanced Budget Amendmentto encourage fiscal fairness to future generations.

Create a Continuity of Governmentprocedure to provide for the replacement of senators and representatives in the
event of extensive deaths or incapacitation as may happen as a result of a major disaster such as a large scale
nuclear attack.

Presidency
Establish a new six-year, one-time presidential term with the option for the President to seek two additional years if
approved by a referendum of the American people.
Limit some presidential war-making powers and expand Congress' oversight of war-making.
Give the president a line-item veto.
Allow men and women notborn in the United Statesto run for president or vice president after having been a citizen
for 20 years.

Supreme Court
Eliminate lifetime tenure for federal judges in favor of non-renewable 15-year terms for all federal judges.
Grant Congress the power to set amandatory retirement agefor all federal judges.
Expand the size of the Supreme Court from 9 to 12 to be more representative.
Give federal judges guaranteedcost of living increases so pay is never an issue.

Politics
Write a new constitutional article specificallyfor the politics of the American system.
Adopt a regional, staggered lottery system, over four months, for presidential party nominations to avoid the
destructive front-loading ofprimaries.
Keep the Electoral College, as the previously suggested House and Senate reforms would preserve the benefits of
the College while minimizing the chances a president will win without a majority of the popular vote.
Reform campaign financing by preventing wealthy candidates from financing their campaigns. Mandate partial public
financing for House and Senate campaigns to lessen the impact oflobbyists and fundraisers.
Adopt an automatic registration system for all qualified American citizens to guarantee that their right to vote is not
abridged by bureaucratic requirements.

Universal national service
Create a constitutional requirement that all able-bodied young Americans devote at least two years of their lives in
service to the country.

National constitutional convention
Convene a new constitutional convention using the state-based mechanism left to Americans by the framers in the
current constitution.

See also
[5]
Lawrence Lessig, prominent scholar advocating for a new constitution

References
1. Lane, Eric; Oreskes, Michael & Sabato, Larry J. (October 30, 2007)."Books: Authors on Saving the Constitution,
Nation" (https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/discussion/2007/10/29/DI2007102901095.html)
.
Washington Post. Retrieved November 21, 2012. "... has been generating a lot of controversy
..."
2. McLemee, Scott (January 26, 2008)."Constitutional review: Illuminating the historical underpinnings and current
relevance of America's fundamental legal document"(http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/newspaper/eedition/c

hi-constitutionbw26jan26,0,2610439.story). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved November 21, 2012. "Larry J. Sabato's A
More Perfect Constitution... a series of major overhauls ... calls for a new Constitutional Convention "...
3. Barnes, Fred (October 16, 2007)."A Meeting to Amend" (https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB119248742520359886).
Wall Street Journal. Retrieved November 21, 2012. "... Sabato has undertaken inA More Perfect Constitution, where
he urges us to convene a constitutional convention and pass a flurry of amendments.
"
4. Norris, Sarah (February 11, 2009)."U. Virginia Prof's New Book Aims To 'stir The Pot', Revise Constitution"(http://w
ww.cbsnews.com/2100-502323_162-3492953.html). CBS News. Retrieved November 21, 2012. "... Sabato said he
sought to revitalize the political system by reforming and revising the Constitution.
"
5. Seitz-Wald, Alex (November 2, 2013)."The U.S. Needs a New Constitution—Here's How to W
rite It" (https://www.the
atlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/11/the-us-needs-a-new-constitution-heres-how-to-write-it/281090/)
. The Atlantic.
Retrieved June 3, 2016. "... In his 2008 book, A More Perfect Constitution: Why the Constitution Must Be Revised,
Sabato... Lawrence Lessig, the iconoclastic professor who is now at Harvard, traces the rise of hyper-partisanship...
"

External links
Official website
Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=A_More_Perfect_Constitution&oldid=816292245
"
This page was last edited on 20 December 2017, at 12:51.
Text is available under theCreative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License
; additional terms may apply. By using this
site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of theWikimedia
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

A More Perfect Constitution presents creative and dynamic proposals from one of the most visionary and fertile political minds of our
time to reinvigorate our Constitution and American governance at a time when such change is urgently needed, given the growing
dysfunction and unfairness of our political system . Combining idealism and pragmatism, and with full respect for the original document,
Larry Sabato's thought-provoking ideas range from the length of the president's term in office and the number and terms of Supreme
Court justices to the vagaries of the antiquated Electoral Co We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence,[note 1] promote the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.Â The
courts have shown interest in any clues they can find in the Preamble regarding the Constitution's meaning.[6] Courts have developed
several techniques for interpreting the meaning of statutes and these are also used to interpret the Constitution.[7] As a result, the
courts have said that interpretive techniques that focus on the exact text of a document[8] should be. used in interpreting the meaning of
the Constitution. A More Perfect Constitution is a book published by American political scientist at the University of Virginia , Larry J.
Sabato , in which he proposes a constitutional convention to overhaul the United States Constitution , he points out that after the Bill of
Rights , there have only been seventeen constitutional amendments over the past 220 years. He argues that a constitutional convention
is overdue and is something that the Founding Fathers would have wanted, he offers 23 proposals for revising the Constitution. The
twenty-three proposals run the gamut from changing the length of the U. S.

